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ANTI-STRIKE ACT 


Lashed by the hysteria of the| 
parading of public opinion ghosts, 
the 78th Congress, on June 25, 
1943, hurriedly passed an ill-con- 


yment Contract Meetings Held With American Export 


HYSTERIA PASSES June Wasn’t 


Lackadaisical 


June time in the Chicago area 
and Great Lakes region burst 
forth in a blaze of heat. The mer- 






























































sidered and poorly drafted meas-|cury zoomed intermittently with 
ng for ure generally called the Connolly-| the greatest of ease right on up to 
ween Smith Anti-Strike Act, but offi-| 96 and 97 degrees, and then care- 
do we | cially entitled the “War Labor | lessly dropped after each zoom 
Army Disputes Act.’ The purpose of| 30° or so—just like that! 
struc- Congress in throwing together this The summer-flu gremlins seized 
0. Act is well known; the public, in-| upon this violently gyrating wea- 
: ———— | ther as a splendid opportunity to 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) | tant raising the “Old Ned.” Even 
TION 1 a Ben of te. ee 
as. LATE NEWS 
ncil is 
rentice te Se 
y and, Prediction 
pprov- & ‘ 
egular § Postwar travelers will be able to 
» eligi- fi fly the Atlantic Ocean in ten hours | 
» make for a fare of only $100, Haroid | 
t what § Crary, vice-president of United | tr Cries teams 
r. The Air Lines, predicted recently. | BE AU. S.ARMY 
itisfac Plans for such a passenger plane | “lage 
caliber § have already been completed, he | 
ig in. § stated. It will have four motors, 
tly re |cruise at 250 miles an hour, and | 
airmat —Acme Photo | carry 44 to 55 passengers. He also| ay pa’s Pres. Dave Behncke, got 
sed his IN THE BAG The occasion for the handshake and the smiles all around is the successful com- | mentioned plans which are being | nicked. He went around for nearly 
‘urthe pletion, on June 3; 1943, of another history-making, round-trip, global flight by | developed for 100-passenger planes | two weeks looking like an advance 
up to § the air line pilots from Washington to the capital cities of our Allies. This time the destination was Mos-|to be used in coast-to-coast and | asties of = tena. Gee day he 
re this § cow and the distinguished air passenger was Joseph E. Davies, former Ambassador to Russia who was on | international flying. cane aubaaie taleding seins Un an 
ind wu this occasion acting as a personal embassy for President Roosevelt. He carried a letter from F.D.R. to | Beg ea 12:00 » thea aad 3 00 
+ iy Josef Stalin and brought back Josef’s answer in a sealed brief case. Note the seal. Upon Mr. Davies’ | pelgpeiins emg ~<A Ms i 
return newspaper men, eying the bag, good-naturedly quizzed, “Does this mean, Mr. Davies, it’s ‘in the T a p.m.—yes-sir-ree, it’s = actua 
bag’?” His smug smile was their “yes.” Due to a new censorship ruling which is not completely clear, ren | fact—the first time he’s been ab- 
E the persons in the picture, with the exception of Mr. Davies, are not identified. Some air lines are not too happy | sent because of illness for a fur- 
got to F SSS SSE: er ae nd of CAB) ther piece back than folks norm- 
finagle | |PCA EXERCISES __| decisions which have been predom-| ally can remember. 
ripe ge |; ATA Announces THUMBS DOWN ON | | inantly in favor of large air line Continental Pilots Formulate 
to try 4 N Di | GOOD JUDGMENT | expansions and are wondering if | Agreement 
vhizzer. ff ew lrectors ‘FEDERAL SEIZURE | —_——_- |the trend will continue. Some of| June’s high-light activities began 
LINE | os | According to arecent report one| them would like to ask the CAB) with a preliminary supplemental 
written The Air Transport Association | | of the air lines—Pennsylvania-| for a statement of its position on| agreement formulating confer- 
ay out | announced this month the ten| Two basic — have been| Central—is exercising the brand| giving small lines more route miles.| ence on June 7 and 8 at Head- 
of Jim Ff members of their Board of Direc-| agreed upon by the government’s| of common-sense judgment that is| : : - 
s read- tors who were elected June 4 in| interdepartmental committee which | vital to successful por cient by re-|__ (Continued on Page 3, Col. 3) | (Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 
this or- § New York. | was created some months ago t0| stricting their total gross loads| :' _— 


They are the following: W. A. study and recommend U. S. poli-| for DC-3’s in government contract 





Patterson, president of United; T. 
E. Braniff, president of Braniff; 
O. M. Mosier, vice-president of 
American; Terrell C. Drinkwater, . 
vice-president of Continental; Jack | urer of the organization. 
Frye, president of TWA; C. Be-| Croil Hunter, president of North- 
lell Monro, president of PCA; and| west, succeeded C. E. Woolman, 
E. V. Rickenbacker, president of | vice-president of Delta, as vice- 
Eastern. | president. Fowler Barker’s resig- 
M. F. Redfern was named secre-; nation as secretary became effec- 
tary and Joseph Hintersehr treas-| tive June 4. 


cies regarding postwar foreign air 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 4) 


























When First Pilot W. B. Inman and his valiant crew, Copilot J. 
W. Mitchell and Trainee Lieutenant Harold Carter, became missing 
on May 7, radio receivers crackled nervously in the company’s con- 
“Bad 
The 


| Inman Remembered-lt’s the Pilots’ Code 
| 


trol station and this is what came through the earphones: 
engine—Now burning and going down—SOS SOS SOS—’ 
message faded and then there was silence. 

To begin with, the sending of this last message was the act of 
a brave man Skipper’ Inman surely must have known that his 
| chances of survival were practically nil. All this notwithstanding, 
| he used his last moments to tell the world what was happening and 
| through this act removed the mystery forever from one more terrible 
accident and, at the same time, contributed immeasurably to the 
advancement of the science of aeronautics. 


Inman,- by performing this brave act, was complying with the 
most important chapter in the code of the air of air line pilots—use 
the radio even though the end is obvious—pick up the “mike” and 
say what is happening. 

In a president's message of February 28, 1942, David L. Behncke 
said: ‘We are all realists and we all know and accept the hazards 
of our employment and, therefore, each and every one of us should 
counsel ourselves that we will not fail to speak the words into the 
‘mike’ that will tell our companies and the world what is happen- 
ing even though violent death is inescapable. Such an act will 
remove the mystery from accidénts, contribute immeasurably to the 








| operation during the summer to a 
| gross top of 25,500 pounds. 


—| During these times it sometimes 


| is necessary to overload air line 
aircraft being operated under con- 
tract with the government, trans- 
porting men and material for the 
| armed forces. This, it seems, is 
| being made the excuse for operat- 
ing companies to overload all their 
government contract operation air- 
craft. Now a strong attempt is be- 
ing made to increase the gross 
loads even in regular scheduled 
service, regardless of the poor 
judgment such a move typifies. 
PCA’s move of limiting its G.C.O. 
gross loads to a top of 25,500 
pounds is a distinct ray of hope 
that all air lines haven’t forgotten 
what is good and bad practice. 
Congratulations, Pennsylvania- 
Central! 


Three Are Glad 
And One Is Sad 


Three major air lines were 
gladdened—namely, United, TWA, 
and Eastern—when the CAB 
granted them permission on June 
7, 1943, to fly into Washington 
from points west, and Pennsylva- 
nia-Central, which long held sway 








—PAA Photo 
General Sherman is still right—‘“‘War is hell!” 
Can’t you just hear their teeth chatter? And 
with all their clothes on, too. We'll even wager that it isn’t Saturday 


B-R-R-R-R-R! 


night. Three junior pilots of Pan American Airways transatlantic 
service watch as Pierre de Remer, pilot training instructor, (extreme 
left) demonstrates the proper method of handling a rapidly-inflating 
life raft of the type carried aboard every transatlantic Clipper. The 
pilots are (L. to r.) Edward Noyes, W. B. Seltzer, and Paul Holzer. 
These rafts inflate automatically in five seconds after the pin has been 


. in thi ,. .:.| pulled on the attached bottle of CO’. The raft and its container are so 

ion Phoio science of flying and aeronautical engineering, and, above all, think in this sector of our country’s air weighted that the zipper side of the container is always on top when 

} 1,000- what it will do to the ‘pilot error goons‘!” transportation network, was sad-| the package strikes the water. Standard equipment on each raft in- 

1e bomb Let's not forget the fearless example set by “Skipper” Inman dened by this apparent invasion of | cludes one set of wooden oars, a gallon canteen of water, signal flares, 

eat and his brave crew—the first of such last messages of ALPA record. its territory. What PCA had to) signal mirror, flag, sea anchor, 10 emergency rations, one hand 
in the 


day. 








INMAN DIDN'T FORGET—LET NOT THE NEXT TO GO FORGET. 











(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2) 


pump, flashlight, patching kit, 20-foot painter for tying rafts together, 
compass, and signal whistle. 
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Asst. Editor | 


ALMOST INCREDIBLE | 


In the May issue of the AIR LINE PILOT, there appeared the | 
editorial, “A Dangerous Proposal,” on the subject of the Civil Aero- | 
nautics Board’s Draft Release No. 36. The pilots and certain others | 
in the Industry have finally awakened to the full import of what this | 
Release proposes to accomplish. They have finally come to realize that | 
unless a strong protest is voiced, all DC-3 and other air line equip- 
ment currently being used in regular air line service will shortly have 
their gross weight limitations increased up to 1,000 pounds. 


The Douglas DC-3 airplane was originally designed to operate 
with a gross weight of 24,800 pounds and with a provisional gross | 
loading of 25,346 pounds. Under the regulation proposed by the Civil 
Aeronautics Board in Draft Release No. 36, the maximum gross 
weight would be 26,200 pounds which, mind you, is 1,400 pounds more 
weight than this aircraft was originally designed to carry. This pro- 
posal amounts to 758 pounds more than even the provisional gross of | 
25,346 pounds which was originally allowable. 

We all know that the Army has carried and is carrying greater | 
gross loads in the same equipment. The question boils down to this—| 
Are we to be governed by the gross-loading practices of the Army | 
whose business it is to fight a war and not to establish safety stand- 
ards for commercial air lines, or are we to maintain a proper equili- 
brium and continue to adhere to long-established safety requirements 
carefully established and long in use in regularly scheduled air trans- | 
portation? 

Other questions are—Were all the engineers wrong when they | 
fixed the design load limitations of this equipment when it was built? | 
Are the many hundreds of pilots wrong who have been flying this | 
equipment ever since it was placed on the air lines? Were all the CAA | 
inspectors, most of whom are now on active duty with the armed | 
forces, wrong when they insisted on present gross weight limitations? 
In other words, is it going to be a matter of being consistent or is it 
going to be a matter of obvious inconsistency? No matter what manner | 
of argument that certain of the proponents of greater gross weight may | 
attempt to support, no one can say that it doesn’t involve, and vitally | 
so, the safety of the air-traveling public. No one can disagree nor 
quarrel with this point—that much is certain. Then let’s consider 
it the crux of the argument and proceed from there on. 

In the editorial, “A Dangerous Proposal,” there appeared the 
following: “The Engineering and Airworthiness Advisory Committee 
of the Air Line Pilots Association raised the question of whether the 
manufacturer of the DC-3 airplane would underwrite and approve the 
increases in gross weights being sought for this equipment.” Since 
the editorial referred to was published, we have come in possession 
of a letter from the Service Department of the Douglas Aircraft 
Company, Inc., in which the following paragraphs appeared: 

“There have recently been three cases where the wing tips failed 
on DC-3 type airplanes outboard of the wing tip joint. In two of these 
cases, the pilot was able to maintain control of the airplane and land 
satisfactorily. 

“The DC-3 wing tips were originally designed to CAA require- 
ments, analyzed for CAA ultimate loads, and proof-tested to the 
CAA limit loads. The CAA regulations specify as one requirement 
that the airplane wing shall be substantiated for a 30 f.p.s. gust at 
design VL (224 m.p.h. at 24,000#), and a 15 f.p.s. gust at design VG 
(298 m.p.h. at 24,000#). The VL and VG for the DC-3 airplane were 
subsequently reduced 211 and 257 m.p.h., respectively, when the gross 
weight of the airplane was increased to 25,200#. 

“The Army Air Forces static tested the C-47 wing tip at Wright 
Field one year ago. The wing tip failed at approximately 95% of the 
C-47 design load under the Army’s static test load distribution which 
differed from DC-3 requirements. From the evidence available to the 
CAA, the chordwise and spanwise load distribution was such as to 
lead them to the conclusion that the DC-3 wing tip will support its 
design load before failure. 

“The CAA concluded, as stated above, that no deficiency in design 
strength existed under its requirements. Reinforcement of the wing 
tip structure has, therefore, only been considered in connection with 
the pending approval of increased gross weight. 

“The Army Air Forces on the basis of its test has requested that 
the C-47 wing tips be increased in strength to 110% of the nominal 
design requirements to match the next most critical wing section 
which is in the center wing at the outboard side of the nacelle cutout. 
This change was made effective on production C-47 airplanes. 

“We believe the DC-3 airplane wing tips which failed were sub- 
jected in every case to loads in excess of the design loads of the air- 
plane and that the wing tip is sufficiently strong to withstand the 
design loads. These three accidents, when viewed as they relate to 
all DC-3 airplanes in operation, do not appear adequate to justify a 
change in the airplane design requirements. 

“There is a possibility that the accelerations imposed on the air- 
planes at the time of wing tip failure in all these accidents were of 
sufficient magnitude that the wings might have failed at the nacelle 


Mary P. Johnson.... 











|}over the 


| that we 


| Bowe, 
| Stoner. 


Council many events have taken 
place. We find the No. 1 pilot of 
American Airlines now residing in 
Burbank. Yes, none other than 
Capt. Sloniger. Along with him 
arrived two other stalwart pio- 
neers of the air lines, Captains 
Apitz and Carpenter from Fort 
Worth. 


Old-Timers Go to ATC 

Also many of our old-timers 
have left the pleasant clime of 
sunny California — where our 
mighty rugged mountains, veiled 
in the twilight of purple haze, 
meet the soft breezes wafting in 
swishing surf of the 
beautiful Pacific. Hey, I’m getting 
romantic! What I mean to say is 
miss those old-timers, 
Captains Jim Ingram, Joe Glass, 
“Evahbody - an’ - evahthing” Ed| 
Dinty Moore, and Ed 

Capt. Stoner, complete 
with ukulele, spent a couple of 
weeks at home here—basking on 
the beach and generally causing 
the girls to swoon—before leaving 
for the South. All these men now 
are assigned to our Air Transport 
Command Intercontinental Divi- 
sion. I think that they will believe 
black is white before they return | 
—if you know what I mean! | 

Our new council is headed once 
again by our friend, Capt. Bart| 
Cox. Bart has long been active in 
ALPA work and we all appreciate 
the time and effort he has put in 
and is putting forth in fighting 
our battles. It is a hard job to 
please a group of air line pilots 
who are born with a gripe and 
ever add new ones to complete a 
long list. Good luck, Bart. 

Burbank now has assumed the 
distinction of becoming a real 
base and we all welcome most 
wholeheartedly the assignment of 
Capt. Gene Stotts as Assistant 
Chief Pilot with base at Burbank. 
Gene is an old-timer who under- 
stands the problems of pilots and 
possesses a keen sense of humor 
with a knack for getting things 
done. We are grateful for things 
already accomplished and _ the 
prospect of a future of harmony 
and understanding. 

New Captains Roll Out 
Like Peanuts 

Now to the new captains as- 
signed here. The boys are coming 
out of Captain’s School like pea- 
nuts out of a slot machine and 
are doing a bang-up job, too. Lat- 
est additions are Captains Ross, 
Kaufman, Cooper, Jones, Brown, 
Crahan, and Coppage. Anyone 
checked out for over a week is 
eligible for an old-timer’s button! 
Are you all aware of the fact that 
“Wild Irishman” B. G. O’Hara 
still is a Reserve Pilot at BU? 
Wonder if he will need crutches 
by the time he gets a permanent 
bid? 

Capt. “Hap” Russell of the long 
curly locks (he combs his hair 
with a face towel) bought Red 
Skelton’s home and is now living 
like a king. Captains Marable and 
Young are the new papas with 
Captain Bert Bruce starting to 








to call meetings on the fifteenth of 
each month, the only exception be- 
ing when the fifteenth fell on a 
week end or holiday, in which case 
the meeting would be postponed 


| until the next open date. Meetings 


are called at 8 p. m. to establish 
regularity; and the place settled 
upon is the Benjamin Franklin 
Hotel in San Mateo. Thus, if any 
visiting ALPA members are on the 
peninsula on the evening of the 
fifteenth, it is a good bet that you 
will meet many of the local men 
and have a good time at the Ben 
Franklin! 

The May meeting was conducted 
by Acting Chairman “Pinky” 
Stainback as Harry was out flying 
. « « (censored). There were 12 
members present and the spirit of 
the meeting made up for the lack 
of a large quorum. The monthly 
mailing was gone through from 
reading the president’s letter to an- 
nouncing whose names were “red”’ 
on the financial report. 


Five New Apprentice Members 
Pinky then introduced the fol- 
lowing newly approved apprentice 
members to the group. They were 
Delbert E. Booth, Weston V. 


(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) 
“Slim’”’ Babbitt’s 
In the Chair 


By CHARLES ROGERS 
Council 18, EAL 
Miami, Florida 

















The last word heard from Cap- 
tain W. B. Inman was his radioed 
message that his plane was afire 
and going down. To date, in spite 
of extensive, carefully planned 
searches, not a clue has been un- 
covered to lend further light as 
to the fate of “W. B.,” Captain 
J. W. Mitchell, his copilot; Radio- 
man F. L. Dietz, and the Army 
pilot trainee aboard. W. B. Inman, 
always a most active member of 
ALPA as well as a leader of Asso- 
ciation activities, was out several 
days ahead of his regular schedule, 
at his own request, in order that 
he might be on hand for the Asso- 
ciation-Eastern conferences sched- 
uled for negotiations relating to 
our MTD operations. The search 
still goes on for our two ALPA 
members, their fine radio operator, 
and Air Corps crew member. 
There Is Still a Ray of Hope 

The reported loss of several of 
our other members on the far-flung 
war fronts in fulfilling their duty 
with various branches of the Armed 
Forces adds weight to our already 
heavy hearts and thoughts. That 
Skippers W. B. Inman and Joe 
Mitchell and their crew will yet 
be found and that these reports 
from the war fronts which have 
drifted in will prove to be only 
rumor is our one great wish. 

Several weeks ago Major War- 
ner, one of Eastern’s many ALPA 
members now on active duty with 








(Continued on Page 8, Column 4) 
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Qu Constant Memoriam 


“To fly West, my friend, Is a flight we 
all must take for a final check.” 
Active Duty Air Corps 
Beadies, Eugene C.—UAL; Caton, C. E. 
—EAL; Darby, James E.—C&SAL; 





M 
Nagel, John — Mid-Continent; Nelson, 
Franklin S.—WAL;_ Peterson, arren— 
TWA; Roth, Paul F.—EAL: Skelly, H. 
J.—AA; Treweek, J. M.—AA, 

Active Duty Naval Reserve 
Jones, John Paul—EAL; Rescoe, Thomas 
M.— TWA; Sparboe, Jerome H. — NW; 
Williams, Rey W.—EAL. 

Active Duty Marine Corps 
Kimball, Walter F.—TWA. 
Accidental 


Active 
Adams, John B.—U. A. L. 


Barrett, Joseph C., Jr.—P. A. A. 
Barron, John M., Jr.—A. A. 
Bickford, L. A.—Panagra_ 
Bigelow, Ed.—U. A. L. 

Blom, Edwin W.—U. A. L. 


Bontrager, C. M.—R. A. L. 
Borchers, Adrian—P. A. A. 
owen, J. E.—T. W. A. 
jowen, Lewis L.—B. A. 
Brandon, James L.—U. ~_ L. 





rks, John A.—U. A. L. 
Chamberlain, Cassius B.—N. W. 
cl Cc &$ 


ayton, R. C. e \e 
Cohn, Hanley G.—W. A. 8. 
Cole, D. C.—U. A. L. 
Cc » D. LA. A. 
Cope, Alonzo—Marine Airways 
Cox, Floyd—Ludington 
Dace, Frank E.—W. A 


Dixon, Andrew, Jr.—D. A. L. 
Dunn, Stephen—Panagra 
Elzey, Robert M.—P. A. A. 
Fey, Howard—uvU. A. L. 


Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 
Sone, Soreee W.—Panagra 


George, Hal—T. W. A. 
Gillette, Morgan A.—T. W. A. 
Gower, Vernon 1.—D. A. L. 
Grover, R. Boyd—U. A. L. 
Haid, Arthur A.—N. W. 
Hale, S. H.—E. A. L. 

ligren, W. A.—A. A. 
Hart, John F.—N. W. 

d ist, W. A.—T. W. A. 
Hill, George W.—. 











Jamellier, Stanley E.—C. A. L. 
Jamieson, —E. A. L. 


Lucas, A A. 8S. 
Lucas, Nay her ay 





amer, Nick B.—N. W. 
hall, Gerald V.—A. A. 
errifield, Austin $.—U. A. L. 
nm, Karl R.—N. W. A. 
iller, B. D.—A. A. Colonial 
Miner, Willard H.—U. A. L. 














*Olson, Kenneth S.—N. W. 
*Onsgard, Alden—N. W. A. 
Owens. Clifford P.—W. A. E. 
Parker, A. N.—T. W. A.-1. C. D. 
Paschal, A.—P. A. A. 
Pedley, Charles F.—A. A. 
Perry, J. A.—E. A. L. 
Person, Addison G.—P. A. A. 
Pickup, Christopher V.—U. A. L. 
Plelemeler, Harold E.—A. A. 
Potter, Norman W.—U. A. L. 
Pursley, C. H.—Panagra 
Radoll, R. W.—U. A. L. 

ley, R. Ww. 
*Rhew, Jesse N.—C. & S. 
He is, Russell S.—A. A. 
Robbins, Wm. J. B.—A, A. 
Rose, John A.—K. L. M. 
Rousch, Chas. W.—N. W. 
Rust, F. H.—A. A. 
Salisbury, Hervey M.—T. W. A. 
Sandblom, J. V.—C. P. 
Sandegren, Thomas E.—U. A. L. 
Sauceda, J. M.—P. A. A. 











h 





herwood, George C.—W. A. 

Supple, Robert E.—Panagra 

Tarrant, Harold R.— UAL; Terletzky, 
Leo—PAA; Thomas, L. E.—EAL; Thomp- 
son, A. R.—UAL; *Turbyne, Robert— 
Panagra. 

Underwood, Sanford L.—AA, 

Vance, Clark K.—UAL. 

Wagar, G. K.—UAL; Waldron, Joe—AA; 
Walker, M. A.— PAA; Wallace, Clyde 
W.— TWA; Weatherdon, Edwin — AA; 
wi . W.— ; Wieselmayer, Otto— 
PAA; Williams, Wayne C.—TWA; Wil- 
liamson, P. B.—EAL; Worthen, John A. 
—WW; *Wright, J. 8.—TWA. 

Young, George S.—UAL. 

Zeier, Carl F.—C&SAL. 

Natural 

Blomgren, Lloyd 1.—AA; Cochrane, Rob- 
ert —-UAL; Currier, C. L.—TWA; 





; H . H 
Leland S.—EAL; ‘Jaster, Frank B.— 
EAL; Maguire, Richard C.—AA; Me- 
Conaughey, Ira M.—AA; Phelps, Henry 
T.—PAA; Swanson, Axel—AA, 

Inactive 
Anderline, Frank W.; 
s 


Rha tas *. > giant . 
J. J.; MeMakin, Richard A.; Mills. Ar- 
thur; Noyes, Dewey L.; Ormsbee, F.; 
Riddle, Glenn L.; Roulstone, J. 3.3 
ne gg & me M.; 
itark, Ow: aH , 
Ir.; Veblen, E. H.: Wa Donat 
-; Warner, Roy; . Hareld H.; 

re, Fred W.; Weilf, John F.: 
Willey, Sidney L.; Zimmerman, Harry J. 

Waiting List 


4 
8 Wm. 8.; . : “ 
mc on §:° Kites Dantes tang 


Unemployed 
Floyd et Lone & Bhines, haath 
Honorar. 


Bri: Arthur; ous Dr. 
Kelly, Hon. Clyde; Rogers, Will, 


* Apprentice Member. 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 








Another link 
was forged when Juan T. Trippe, President of 


NEW LINK 


Pan American, (left) shook hands 





» d 


—PAA Photo 
in America’s globular air network 


with Governor Sam Houston Jones 


of Louisiana on June 23, 1943. The occasion was the departure of Pan 
American’s clipper, ‘“‘Rainbow,” from New Orleans on the first sched- 
uled flight, inaugurating regular 12-hour service between New Orleans | 


and the Canal Zone. The route is 


directly across the Gulf of Mexico. 


The occasion added a particularly significant page to air line transport- 
development history because it marks another jumping-off place for air 


transportation from the United States to the South. 


HYSTERICAL LAW 


(Continued from Page 1) 


cluding large elements in the 
Services, had been worked up to a 
fever pitch by the campaign 
against John L. Lewis featured 
widely in the nation’s press; Con- 


gress felt it had “to do something 
about strikes’ before it could go 
home on its vacation. This deter- 
mination of Congress to chastise 
Lewis was clearly demonstrated 
when it passed the bill over Pres- 
ident Roosevelt’s veto by a vote 
of 56 to 25 in the Senate and 244 
to 108 in the House. 

Let’s see what the boys on the 
Hill whipped up in their hurry. 
First of all, the Selective Service 
Act of 1940 was amended to au- 
thorize the President to seize a 
plant, mine, or other enterprise 
connected with the war effort, 
when its production is interrupted 


Fooey to Gripers 
Sieieabliaia tina Page 2) 


the Air Corps, spoke before a spe- 
cial meeting of pilots. Major War- 
ner emphasized the necessity of 
every captain’s on the line putting 
forth his best effort to get across 
the “know-how” of flying the par- 
ticular ATC aircraft to the recent 
Air Corps Flying School graduates 
who are riding the line for addi- 
tional training prior to starting out 
for distant points on their own. 

The New and the Old Get Together 

Many new pilots have entered 
the employ of Eastern and at the 
first meeting, to be held in the near 
future with “Slim” Babbitt in the 
chair, it is hoped that all old and 
new flight personnel will have the 
opportunity to exchange greetings. 

This past week those members 
who joined the ALPA-Eastern Air 
Lines Captains and Pilots Mutual 
Aid organization received their 
first assessment covering the Janu- 
ary 1st-May list period of the cur- 
rent year. To Jerry Wood and his 
helpers who have finally gotten the 
plan into working shape and un- 
der way and to those individuals 
who did their best in the prelimin- 
ary stages many months ago: “You 
deserve a word of credit. Don’t 
worry about those few gripers who 
think that they shouldn’t be as- 
sessed from January 1 since the 
plan didn’t actually get started 
until a more recent date; for, as 
usual, their numbers are all but 
insignificant.” 

Incidentally, just as this brief 
chronicle was getting under way, 
Fred Waring’s nationally known 
orchestra presented for the first 
time its new song written at the 
request of Northeast Airlines MTD 
Pilot Training Division for the Air 
Transport Command. A real catchy 
tune! 


by a strike or a labor disturbance. 


| In event of such seizure, the labor | 


| conditions and wages in the seized 
plants are to remain status quo 
unless the National Labor Rela- 
| tions Board orders otherwise after 
| investigation and hearing. 
No Strikes in Federal Plants 
““Next,”’ Congress said, “‘it shall 
be unlawful to induce a strike in 
| a government-seized plant.” The 
penalty prescribed was a little 


| matter of $5,000 fine or a year in| 


| prison or both. Of course any in- 
| dividual can cease to work in such 
| a plant, Congress hastened to in- 
sert, but he must not persuade 

others to do likewise. 
| section of this law authorizes the 
| National War Labor Board on its 
| own motion to take jurisdiction of 
| any labor dispute in a non-Govern- 
| ment-seized war plant when it ap- 


| pears that such dispute is inter- 


| fering with the war effort. The 





|}in his government has been de-| 


Another | nately this entire Act ceases to be| 


|alyzing bureaucracy. 
; : 
nothing like a reasonable amount 


| Industry 


|can result in just the reverse sit-| 


| given to the appropriateness 


| would speak for it in the legisla- | 
| tive or executive departments. 


Board is empowered to settle the | 
| dispute and to order the wages | 


|}and working conditions adjusted 
| accordingly—in short, compulsory 
| arbitration, 

|. This Act places a duty upon the 
| labor representatives, thirty days 
| before any strike is called, to file 
| labor dispute in any war plant not 
|seized by the government. On 
the 30th day, the National Labor 
Relations Board is obligated to 
supervise a secret strike ballot of 
the employees in the plant. Any- 
one who can show an injury, by 
failure of the 
this 30-day cooling-off period, is 
authorized to institute civil suit 
for damages against any person 
who violated the Act. 

| Federal Seizure When 

| Strike Threatens 


| If the secret ballot approves of 
a strike, the President can then 
step in, seize the plant, and in- 
voke the above-described section, 
making it unlawful to strike in a 
government-seized plant. The em- 
ployees in such a plant will then 
have to apply to the National War 
Labor Board for redress of their 
grievances. The decision of the 
Board in this matter will be final. 

Realizing that upon the basis of 
50 years of development the Rail- 
way Labor Act has set up a high- 
ly successful method of handling 
labor disputes, Congress very sen- 
sibly excluded the railroads and 
the air lines from the provisions 
of the above sections. 
Cannot Contribute to 
Federal Elections 

A wholly inconsistent part of 
this Act is the section which makes 
it unlawful for a corporation or 
labor organization to make a con- 
tribution in connection with the 
election of candidates to a Federal 
office. In the first place, this type 
of restriction has no place in an 
anti-strike bill during wartime; as 
the President said in his veto mes- 
sage of June 25, “If there be 
merit in the prohibition it should 
not be confined to wartime, and 








| a notice with the government of a| 


union to observe | 





LATE NEWS 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Guess I’m Stuck | Air Traffic Control 
wpe In Error States CAB 


An error of judgment on the 











(Continued from Page 2) 


pace up and down. Capt. Bud 
Kraemer is in a brand new home 
and soon expects a blessed event!| part of the air traffic control ope- 

Has the rest of the world heard | rator at Kansas City was given by 
about the “usual game” in the|the CAB as the probable cause of 
Pilots Lounge at El Paso? Broth-| a mid-air collision between a TWA 
er, it’s a fast pace, especially | DC-3 and an Army C-53 near Kan- 
field. This opposition has the sup-| when Capt. Wes Carroll is there. | sas City on November 4, 1942. 
port of practically all the thinking | It scares me! | The TWA plane, which was on a 
people in the Industry and it is| Ah o0-0-0-o-u! routine check flight, made a crash 
one question on which the air car- | First Officers Swanson and/| landing with minor injuries to the 
rier companies and their pilots and | Poorman are looking as handsome | pilot. The Army plane landed safe- 
other employees are in agreement. |and virile as ever, but they are| ly without injury to crew. 











Opposition 
There is a mounting opposition 


to any entrance by the govern- 
ment into the postwar aviation 





| ALPA’s President Behncke recent-| still bachelors (I can spell plainer | TWA Pilot Gets Clear Signal to 
| ly said, ‘The most effective way | than that!) When they are around | Climb Through Overcast 

| to = igre progress in aviation and | you can hear the wolf call! 
| really 


In its report issued on June 
22, 1943, the CAB stated, “In 
ithis instance, air traffic control 


put it in the doldrums| Chief Stotts is going to present 
would be to nationalize air line| me with a new campaign ribbon 
pe ag ng gence «yang for the Hollywood and Vine Bat-| cleared the TWA DC-3 to climb 
sult in a hodgepodge situation that pa Bg any sem A gt So | through the overcast within the 
P ’ snag limits of the airway along which 
would shortly develop into a par-| I am submitting a little ditty| they knew the Army C-53 was fly- 
There 'S!that my poetic soul gave forth ing and before the Army flight had 
of healthy competition to spur the | cd Se pong oe en Pie reperted bere ne means: ae 
on to greater heights.| you get a kick out of it Aloha vi ngs i ed the TWA - 
Unfair and damaging competition | © a : = oan orised the 1 WA air- 
THE CALL OF THE SKY craft to pass through the ty = 
| One dreams of adventure in far- yn pore ggg = pote 
off lands— | plane had reported as over its fix 
And reading sagas of the seven at Kansas City, air traffic control 
oe had no positive assurance that the 
TWA flight path would not inter- 
|sect the Army flight path.” 
The probable cause, CAB con- 
cluded, was error in judgment of 
the Kansas City air traffic control 


uation.” 


careful consideration should’ be 
of | 
extending the prohibition to other| Envisions the hunt in the roaring 
nonprofit organizations.” As the| Veldt 

law now stands, the wealthy indi-| And a marlin gaffed off the Keys. 
viduals who control the financial But the “Call of the Sky” burns 
and business life of the country deep within; 


dig into their pockets for| yoy 


can di s heir | can feel its guiding reins. operator in clearing the TWA 
campaign funds to elect their! jt jeads you up where the sky is| plane to climb into the overcast 
men, as they have in the past; but | blue 


within the limits of a civil airway 
when he had knowledge of the ex- 
pected arrival of the Army C-53 
in the immediate vicinity. 


labor’s organized effort has, by 
this law, been denied the privilege 
of financially aiding the men who 


| And the cosmic sunset flames. 


| What the whine of breeze thru 
crossjack trees 

| Means to the seafaring man, 

| So the drone of the prop on a 
scheduled nonstop 

Stirs each lad of the Flying Clan! 


Adventurous souls in the Clipper | billowing mass 
Ships Reach high in the heaven’s blue, 
| Proved what a path of trade could| With mountains and valleys and 
do. yawning coves 
effective six months after the war| Men died in the saddle of the Like a fairyland come true! 
Se Te Tee | Now eens tom | Matching wits and i ith tn 
£ p S-| Now air line pilots follow gods of storm 


a _ | through! That lash with furious might, 
Air Lines Note Political- The instruments’ glow is your 


Bee: : | They follow the beacon’s flash 
Contribution Section | Through the darkness of the guiding hand 


It 
is only through its organizations 
that the voice of labor has been | 
audible. Now a very important 
means for the securing of a share 


climbs 
With a cargo of human lives. 


Grotesque-shaped clouds in 


nied to the common man. Fortu- 





Since persons under the Rail- night, | That feels through sleet, snow, and 
a — a are bound by a And watch the map of this mighty the night. 
political-contribution section, this land : ~ ; “4 ae 
is the only provision of the War Unfurl before their sight. aad = om bs nt WHR theme am 
Labor Disputes Act with which — vo 


Surging power of horses two- | Who pioneered a blazing trail. 
thousand strong | Here’s a toast to those who gave 

Responds to your throttle’s call. | their lives 

The whining prop, the wind, the | That their followers would not 
roar, “Gear Up” fail. 

And — opaiing runway falls | When the Master Chief Pilot 
aes | writes “canceled out” 

The vibrant roar of low-pitched | On my final trip to fly, 
props | May he add to the log of my 

Hurls defiance to the skies Flight Report, 

As the mighty Flagship steadily | “He heeded the Call of the Sky!” 


employees of the air lines are im- 
mediately concerned. However, 
as an over-all proposition the con- 
tinuance of this legislation on the 
statute books is, without a doubt, 
inimical to the best interests of 
every man or woman who works 
for a living, as well as being an 
unjustified reflection on the pa- 
triotism of millions of American 
workmen. 

















—Panagra Photo 

A mighty fine looking body of men—Yes sir-re-e-e-e! Argentine aviation offi- 

ENTERTAINED cers lunch at the Wings Club im New York as guests of Pan American Airways 
and Pan American-Grace Airways, the two U. S. air lines serving Argentina. Standing (L. to r.) are 
Ensign Juan C. Gils, Ensign Raul F. Galmarini, Paul de Kuzmik of Pan American Airways, Ensign Car- 
los J. Mut, Gustavo Vidal, vice-president and comptroller of Pan American-Grace Airways; Ensign Guil- 
lermo Paats, Walter C. Rundle of the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American affairs; Ensign Arnal- 
do C. Migliore, and Ensign Roberto Cabrera. Seated (L. to r.) are Lieut. Miguel Moragues, Victor E. 
Chenea, vice-president and general traffic manager of Pan American Airways; Lieut. Ronaldo J. 
Rossiter, Douglas Campbell, vice-president of Pan American-Grace Airways; Lt. Comdr. R. M. Gavett 





of the U. S. Navy, Ensign Ernesto Lopez, and Ensign Woodrow W. Basco. 
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MOM AND POP 





—Brewster Photo 


It can never be said that the Franklin 
family isn’t doing its part for the war 


effort. Here are shown Mom and Pop Franklin working side by side as 
engine inspectors on the night shift at Brewster Aeronautical Corpora- 


tion’s Johnsville, Pa., plant. 


Speaking of educational background, Mr. 


Benjamin Franklin and his wife were not behind the door when book 
learning was being passed out. Franklin is a Phi Beta Kappa who grad- 
uated from Princeton University in 1916. His wife is a graduate of ex- 
clusive Bryn Mawr College. Benjamin Franklin III is a Navy ensign who 


is now on submarine duty. Hats off to the Franklin fanity! 


_Yea, sid 











We ‘Stvanebe of 
Mid-Continent 


By FREDERICK C. DeLOSH 
Council No. 46, Mid-Continent 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


The subject of foods and their 
relative importance to man _ has 
been cogitated and discussed by 
the “intelligentsia” for many, 
many years. At long last it has 
gained the attention and interest 
of MCA’s “bay-windowed”’ pilots. 
Of course, the act of kas is 
secondary to only one other thing 
—Guess?—No, you’re wrong, it’s 
sleeping. 

Anyway, among us mortals on) 
Mid- Continent there are a multi- 








plicity of likes and dislikes, con- 
tentions, and squawks which I 
shall now divulge to the public at 
large to the tune of raised eye- 
brows. 


| Corn On the Cob 


CORN ON THE COB is only a 
fancy name for the so-called jokes 
which certain captains — like 
Shields, Jaster, and Woodside— 
memorize and then ration to poor 
unsuspecting copilots on a long- 
handled platter. Says Jaster, 
“What’s the definition of a sob 
sister?” Ugh! 

In all our inquiries we found 


only one man who objected to hav- | 


ing a DATE with a PEACH and 
he was none other than our quiet, 
shy, and retiring Ralph Francis. 
However, when he gets quiet and 
wants to retire—the gals start to 
whistle “My Mama Done 











ON THE HUNT 


What, no emergency fields? And look, will you, 
don’t fail us now! Here is a formation of Australian planes searching out Jap 


Tol’ 


That air 


playing one of the most important 


REP. BOREN HIGHLIGHTS 


‘VITAL AL ROLE OF AIR LINES 








an tien transportation is | In Words of Nation’s Leaders 


He included the following ex- 


roles in the current fight for free-| cerpts and quotations: 


dom is now generally 


and national leaders are 


recognized | 
fast | President of the United States to 


Excerpt from address by the 


| learning that its vital part in the|the National Aviation Forum on 
| war program cannot be overesti-| January 24, 1939: 


“The country’s welfare in time 


| of peace and its safety in time of 


| mated. 

| Quoting from the timely and re- 
vealing article, “America’s s Air| 
| Lines in the War,” Rep. Lyle H. | 


| Boren (D., 
| House 


Okla.), member of the} 
Interstate and Foreign | 


| Commerce Committee, emphasizes | 


| again their overwhelming achieve- | 

ments in his extension of remarks | 
|in the June 11 issue 
| gressional Record. 


| Me!” 


It’s Just a Case of Mincemeat 


| 


war rests upon the existence of a 
stabilized aircraft production—an 
economically and technically sound 
air transportation system, both do- 
mestic and overseas.” 

Excerpt from joint letter dated 
September 13, 1940, from Secre- 


of the Con-| taries of War and the Navy to the 
| Secretary of Commerce, jointly 
—— | stating the official Army and Navy 


policy with respect to the relation 
| of the armed forces to the air 


It’s just a case of MINCEMEAT | transport industry: 


when 230-pound ‘Lil Lee’ Parent | 


“The War and Navy Depart- 


and 210-pound ‘Sky Boy’ Scull de- | ments consider that the air trans- 


|cide to daintily and gracefully 
pounce upon a nice, shiny nickel 
dropped by the cunning Cullen. Be 
careful, boys. Good girdles are out 
for the duration! 

Razzberries and Baby Food 


| port industry is a necessary ad- 
junct to the national defense... 


|it is both necessary and practic- 
lable to allocate available aviation 
| personnel and material in such a 


| manner 


’Tis said that Barney Zimmerley | 


likes to eat CHILE CON CARNE 


with any pretty thing who is not | 


| CHILLY TO BARNEY. Hmmmm! 
It seems that “RAZZBERRIES” 


are something that one, or possibly | 


two, members of our pilot person- 


nel are very definitely getting. Is 


that true, me lads? 


BABY FOODS are listed by the | 


OPA as cheap. ‘‘SSmoky Joe’”’ Neu- 


man can’t understand why FOOD | 


FOR A BABE should be so high. 
Joe, here’s a tip from P. C. Wal- 
ters—‘‘Feed ’em crackers, pop- 
corn, and water before you ever 
ask ’em to order.’”’ As we were say- 
ing—CORN! 

“My favorite dish,” says ‘‘Roly- 
poly” Rawson, ‘‘is beans. They give 
me the energy to do things.” 

On the Wagon 

We are sorry to say that Scott 
Spires has had a touch of stomach 
trouble, so-o-o he has sworn off 


as to insure the mainte- 


nance of air 





line service without | 


reduction in its safety and relia- | 


bility.” 
From Secretary of War 

Excerpt from a letter dated 
April 1, 1942, from the Secretary 
of War to the commanding Gen- 
eral, Army Air Forces: 

“Civil air transportation is of 
vital importance to the war effort. 

. Key air line personnel should 


be encouraged to stay at their 
posts.”’ 

In the letter of Secretary of | 
War Henry L. Stimson to the 


chairman of the Military Affairs 
Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and to the chairman 
of the Senate Military Affairs 
Committee, he said: 

“Continued uninterrupted serv- 


|ice by domestic air lines is essen- 


food that is PICKLED, and is def-| 


initely averse to 

might get him the same way. 
Every pilot, at some time in his 

life, 


into a messy JAM. 

are hearing the warnings of a cer- 

tain someone else which begin, “‘Be 

careful, boys, or after the war 
19°99) 


This article is not, perhaps, as 


anything that'| 


makes the mistake of cutting | 
too many CAPERS which get him | ~“ 
So some of us| 


tial in the interest of national se- 
curity.” 
General Marshall Declares: 
Excerpt from letter dated No- 
vember 6, 1942, from General 
George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, 
United States Army, to the presi- 
dent of the Air Transport Asso- 
ciation of America: “This job 





Free Enterprise 


“hep” as it should be, but it does | 
| transportation. 


serve a purpose. We crave your 
indulgence even though CORN 
to be the predominant food. 


seems 





—Press Association Photo 
at the terrain! Please, motors, 


fortifications. They are Bristol Beaufighters of the Royal Australian Air Force flying over the Markham Val- 
ley near Wau, New Guinea. Allied Air Forces hammer relentlessly at the Japanese entrenched around 
Wau and on the Fincchhafen Peninsula in efforts to drive them out of their strongholds on New Guinea. 


- | committee 
-| subcommittee have agreed that 





Given Thumbs Up 


(Continued from Page 1) 





In an unofficial summary of 
| work done to date, it has been dis- 
closed that both the top policy 
and the working or 


there should be no government 
ownership in any degree, direct or 
indirect, in U. S. international air 
lines. Secondly, there should be 


no monopoly by any single U. S.° 


air line. In other words, “many” 
air lines should have the oppor- 
tunity to fly to foreign lands, the 


word “many” being dependent 
upon public convenience, eco- 
nomics, and other factors. 


| To Be Completed By Mid-June 


The completed recommenda- 
tions, which have a dead line of 
mid-June, will be transmitted offi- 
cially to Secretary of State Cor- 
dell Hull, who will in turn trans- 
mit them to the White House. 

Many problems remain to be 
worked out; but, in general, the 
thinking of the subcommittee is 
toward an extension of the private 
competitive pattern of U. S. do- 
mestic operations into the inter- 
national field with reciprocal 
rights extended to other countries. 

Determination of which air lines 
would fly internationally would 
rest with the CAB, while the gov- 
ernment would determine the ac- 
tual routes and commercial outlets 
in collaboration with other coun- 
tries. 

Favors Free Enterprise 

In general, the subcommittee 
apparently favors the proposal 
made recently by Chairman L. 
Welch Pogue of the CAB that the 
first step in postwar international 
air transport be the securing by 
all nations of rights of commercial 
outlets (innocent passage), fol- 
lowing which rights of commercial 
outlets (rights to discharge and 





(transportation by air in Amer- 
ica’s air lines) . . . is essential to 
our business of getting on with 
the war.” 

By order of the Secretary of 
War, signed by General George C. 
Marshall, Chief of Staff, War De- 
partment circular No. 211, dated 
July 1, 1942, directs: 

“In the performance of its mis- 
sion, both within and without the 
continental United States, the 
Army Air Forces will utilize, to 
the fullest extent possible, the 
services, facilities, and the per- 
sonnel of the civil air carriers.” 
Hershey Praises Air Lines 

Lewis B. Hershey, Director, Se- 
lective Service System, January 
26, 1942: 

“Air transportation is a vital 
and necessary adjunct to our de- 
fense and war effort. Almost daily 
the military services are calling 
upon the air lines to perform spe- 
cial missions in connection with 
the urgent and expedited transpor- 
tation of personnel (including the 
transportation of troops and their 
equipment) and material neces- 
sary to our war effort. ... The air 
lines are increasingly being called 
upon to perform vital mainte- 
nance, airplane assembly, weather 
forecast, and communication. .. . 
Delay of above services will im- 
pede the war-production program 


}and in that sense will endanger 


the n ational safety.’ 











take on passengers and cargo) be 
obtained wherever possible. 

The subcommittee is believed to 
favor unanimously the commercial 
air line operating under principles 
of free enterprise rather than as 
an instrument of government 
policy and prestige. It is said to 
favor the same general type of 
government regulation that exists 
for the domestic air transport in- 
dustry today. 

According to reliable informa- 
tion, the subcommittee went about 
its studies without any instruc- 
tions or directives from higher 
sources. The top policy commit- 
tee, headed by Assistant Secretary 


of State Adolf A. Berle, has, to 
date, generally supported the 
recommendations of the lower 
group. 


Campaign for Federal Ownership 

In contrast to the policy of 
above committee, there is evidence 
that a campaign for government 
ownership of commercial trans- 
ports is gaining ground in more 
than one government circle. It 
must also be taken into account 
that the recommendations of the 
interdepartmental group may be 
shelved by the administration 
when they reach the White House, 
although there is no positive indi- 
cation that the Chief Executive 
has any set or preconceived ideas 
for postwar international air 
transport. 

Another factor in the picture is 
a plan by PAA to sell 49% of its 
stock to the government, thus 
making it a quasi-official air line 
representing the United States in 
foreign air transportation. Al- 
though the plan has been discussed 
officially for a year and a half, it 
is believed U. S. tradition will be 
an effective opposing hurdle to 
such a monopoly in a field which 
requires such great expansion. 
The interdepartmental committee 
heartily disapproves of the plan, 
apparently believing the postwar 
air line field will be expanded to 
such a degree that routes would 
be justified for other air lines that, 
to date, have been restricted to the 
United States except for foreign 
contract operation for the Army. 
Will ATC “Take Over’? 

A large worry that is looming in 
the minds of air line and govern- 
ment men alike is the building 
up of the Air Transport Com- 
mand into an air line empire far 
exceeding anything yet known. 
Commanded by ex-air line men, 
the ATC is strengthening its posi- 
tion throughout the world and to- 
day has its hand on virtually all 
transport and cargo equipment. 
Some observers have been inclined 
to see in the ATC an empire that 
could be quickly converted to a 
government-owned (or United Na- 
tions) global air line system when 
hostilities cease. 
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DELTA SAFETY SHUTTER FOR INSTRUMENT 
FLIGHT PRACTICE 
An improved cockpit shield, which blinds the view of the student 
jilot for training purposes without obscuring the vision of the instruc- 
or in any direction, has been offered by Delta Air Lines to organiza- 
ions training military and commercial flyers. 

The device was invented and built by Capt. Edward F. Smith, 
enior Delta pilot, with the aid of the company’s technicians, for use 
n air liners and Army ships of similar types. Smith said he was not 
ttempting to patent his invention because he believed it would serve 

useful role in the war program if made available to all interested 
nits. 

George R. Cushing, veteran of the last war now serving as opera- 


‘There Are Weighty M 


|By A. F. FOSTER 
| Council No. 2, TWA 
| New York, N. Y. 


Last time I reported that Frank 
| Saylor was one of the executive 
| council members. Actually he was 
|acting as proxy for Horton Hale. 
| In the meantime Dave Wadsworth, | 
Tom Lynch, and Jack Kennedy | 
have gone to Kansas City to fly 
transition, leaving vacancies on 
the council. The vacancies have 
been filled by Nelson Pell, L. V. 
Petry, and G. G. Gates. ~ 





| 


atters 


Being Handled 


Greyhound Bids 


than most of us expected - tar.|\ Or Sky Routes 


There are a lot of problems to be | 
solved in a proposition of this kind | 
—problems that most of us never | 
realize. Ken Fairchild was made 
chairman of the Committee for In- 
surance. 





Preparing to make good use of 
the “Skyway Highways” of the 
postwar world, the Greyhound 
Corporation recently filed an appli- 


He started to make the|cation to the CAB for permission 


necessary arrangements and to do|to operate helicopters over pres- 


whatever would be required to get | 
the thing under way. Just about} 


that time his bid to the Inter- 
continental Division was accepted 
and Ken had to leave us. He didn’t 
feel that he could handle the job 


| without being here, so a new chair- 


First Officer McMains has just | man will be appointed. 


finished his check rides with New 
York check pilots and has returned 
to Kansas City. Herbie Gilson has 





been checked out to captain status| sewed up. The only delay now is| 


In the meantime Stan Kasper 
has gone ahead in Kansas City 





| 





ent bus routes covering some 60,- 
000 miles of highway and using 
present bus terminals as landing 
ports. The proposed 78 routes will 
serve 1043 terminal and _inter- 
mediate points to provide air-bus 
service to some 70,000,000 persons 
in cities and towns not served by 
existing air lines, according to an 
announcement made by C. E. Wick- 


and gotten the thing practically | man, president. 


Although lack of available equip- 


|and will probably be taking out|a technicality. It seems that there | ment will probably make the Grey- 


flight 3 or 37. Good luck, Herbie! | 
More Old-Timers Leave Line 


ons manager for Delta, described the apparatus as “‘the best solution | 





Captains Jim Eischeid, Johnnie | 


are some who believe a clause in | 


terpreted to mean that the com- 


hound plan a postwar project, com- 
pany officials said there is a possi- 
bility that several helicopters of 


the Railway Labor Act can be i 


George, “Red” Miller, and Ken| pany could not make a salary de-| the type needed may be available 
Fairchild have left us to go with| duction for this purpose. The com- | soon for experimental use. Indica- 
TWA’s Intercontinental Division.|pany is willing to co-operate | tions show that if the aircraft can 
We-will miss these old-timers. New| though and since American does | be obtained, they will be put into 


York won’t be the same without 
them. More power to you, boys. 





as 


——— 





Captain Edward F. Smith of Atlanta, Ga., (right), senior Delta 
ilot who invented the safety shutter, is shown using it with Lt. J. B. 


Kubilus of St. Clair, Pa., Army student pilot. The vertical shutters 
een covering the left windshield permit the instructor in the right- 
1and seat to look through the vanes while the student pilot in the left 
eat finds his vision blocked by the angle of the shutters and is forced 
> fly “‘on instruments” for training purposes. 


have seen to what has been formerly a rather hazardous method of 
raining pilots in instrument or blind-flying procedure.” It has been 
ised successfully by the company for several weeks in training its air 
ine personnel and teaching blind flying to Army men. Representatives 
f the AAF War Training Institute have seen the invention and ex- 
yressed great interest in it, according to Cushing, 

The hood, which fits into the left side of the air liner’s V-shaped 
windshield, resembles a venetian blind with the shutters arranged ver- 
tically. The shutters are set in line with the instructor, who occupies 
the right-hand seat, and he is able to see clearly through the blind. The 
student or copilot, sitting in the left seat, cannot see through the shut- 
ters because they are at an angle contrary to his line of vision. 

A vertical cloth curtain is hung near the instructor between the 
two seats with an opening for his head, thus blocking the student’s 
view out of the right windshield. In the past, training hoods have con- 
sisted mostly of cloth curtains which completely masked the left wind- 

hield for both student and instructor, making it necessary to carry 
long an observer to watch for traffic on the left or blind side. 

Some air lines have used partial curtains, putting the student on 

s honor not to peek out but en- 1 
bling the instructor to see for 
irposes of safety. 





} oa 


Another method described in 

e April issue of the AIR LINE 
[LOT involves the use of a green 
istic mask over both windshields 
d red spectacles for the student, 
iiting his vision to the interior 
ly. But this arrangement also 
its the color range of the in- 
‘uctor’s vision, especially at 
rht. 

The Delta device is built of 
nmagnetic steel so as not to af- 
t compasses. Installation or re- 
val is accomplished in five min- . 
S. Top View Plan of Shutter 

Captain Smith was awarded a war bond and a company citation 

his meritorious suggestion. 


AIR-SPEED SWITCH SERVES AS MECH. COPILOT 

The evolution of the Kenyon air-speed switch is an excellent ex- 
ple of the well-known American ingenuity. Originally designed to 
vide full automatic electrical operation of an airplane’s flap system, 

switch has been adapted to a wide variety of uses in commercial 
1 military aircraft. 

Air pressure which varies with the speed of the plane “runs” the 
trument. It actuates an electrical switch which may be set to control 
st operations that previously have been operated manually by the 
ot. In effect, this small instrument, mounted on the panel board or 
other places in the plane, becomes a mechanical copilot. 

‘The operating elements of the switch consist of a pair of opposed, 
ecision, metallic bellows, rigidly interconnected and mounted on an 
iminum-alloy base plate which can be installed in a standard air- 
ift instrument panel opening. The volume of air required to operate 
> Switch is reduced to a minimum by the incorporation of plugs 
lich fill the entire center chamber of each bellows. These plugs also 
form one end of the bellows for mounting purposes and provide an 

internal limit stop for the opposite end of the bellows in its maximum 

compressed position. A lever transmits the motion of the bellows to the 
switch arm or the switch may be furnished with snap action if that is 
5 “esired. The contacts are made of platinum and fine silver. 

The housing of the instrument is provided by a spun-aluminum 
cover attached to the base. The cover may be quickly removed to 
expose the entire mechanism for cleaning, service, or adjustment. 

_ The instrument has proved that it will operate satisfactorily under 
the worst aircraft-vibration conditions, according to officials of the 
Kenyon Instrument Co., Inc. 
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We hope to see you or hear from 
| you from time to time. 





Army. Captains Nilsen, Morris, | 


transition. 

Jean Fallon, who operated the 
pilot schedule so efficiently and 
was our most popular schedule gal, 
has resigned. She expects to be 
married shortly and the lucky guy 
is our former first officer, Charles 
Mantaras. Good luck, Jeannie, and 
we'll sure miss you. 

Don Looks Like a Million 

Don Smith was in today. He’s in 
the Army now and it seems to 
agree with him. He looks like a 
million bucks. Hal Kachner, who 
checked out recently, got married 








jtoo. The lady is our former hos- 
| tess, Miss Wilson. 

| Insurance Plan Well on Way 

| The Insurance Plan is rapidly 
|shaping up to the point where we 
| should soon have it in effect. The 
| Plan will provide security for dis- 


|abled pilots, a provision hitherto 
| unprovided. It will be nice to know 
|that if you get sick or injured, 
your income will not stop. The re- 
| lief from anxiety goes a long way 
in helping a man to recuperate. I’ll 
be glad when I can report that it 
| is in effect. 

| In getting action on the Mutual 
| Benefit Plan we have done better 


practically the same thing, it seems | Service on routes between Detroit 
most likely that we will have a|and Flint, Michigan, and intermed- 


| solution in the near future. Stan is | . een 
| handling the thing and promises | cinnati, and Louisville. 
| Captain and Flight Superintend-| action as soon as possible. 

bow Henry Diltz has gone to the|Come on, Guys. You’re Needed! 


iate points between Detroit, Cin- 


Although present-day helicopters 
used in recent demonstrations carry 


At the last meeting the mailing | only four persons or less, the Grey- 


and Philbin are back in New York. | from Headquarters was read and | 
They had been in Kansas City on | discussed. 


A lot of the boys are 
anxious to hear more about the 
Canadian and British air line 
pilots. 

This meeting was not quite so 
well attended as it might have 
been. Next time let’s see all of 
you guys who are not out on flights 
get in for the meeting. Weighty 
matters are being handled, boys; 
so be there and protect your in- 
terests. The executive council real- 
izes that the meeting was called 
hurriedly but if it were not urgent, 
it would not have been called on 
such short notice. 

Copilot Aid Group Doing Fine 

Our Committee to Aid Copilots 
has been doing a pretty good job. 
It seems that a few of the boys 
feel that the chairman of this Com- 
mittee is gunning for them. Ac- 
tually, boys, the purpose of this 
Committee is to help you. You 
don’t come up for any considera- 
tion until you are already in trou- 
ble and then our job is to help you. 

Those New York boys who were 
in Kansas City for transition all 
made out O.K. and are now on line 
checks. You’ll see them prowling 
up and down the line with check 





pilots soon. They are Petry, Gates, 


hound Corporation is negotiating 
with manufacturers for construc- 
tion of craft carrying eight to ten 
persons. 

The recently organized Grey- 
hound Air Line Division will be 
staffed by officers and personnel 
“experienced in air as well as 
motor-bus transportation,’’ the ap- 
plication revealed. 





Pell, and Connick. 

The Bob Jaekels have a baby 
boy. Mother and baby are doing 
fine. Bob says he is beginning to 





feel better, too. He said they took 
|the baby home from the hospital 
|}and the draft board hasn’t caught 
| him yet. 

| Newcomers Welcomed 

We have some new first officers 
in New York. They are Messrs. 
Lore, H. Lewis, H. Smith, Sam 
Gracy, MacMillan, Littlefield, 
Barnes, and Cavanagh. Glad to 
have you, boys. 

Mel Kassing is now a check pilot. 
Mel says it is quite a job and very 
interesting. Just when you think 
you’ve seen everything, you find 
out you haven’t. Good luck, Mel, 
and more power to you. 

Next time we may have news of 
| the contract. 











| 


SKY LADY 





—Press Association Photo 


It has become all the vogue of bombardment crews to name their planes after popular 
actresses, cartoon characters, and names fashioned from catchy phrases. 


For exam- 


| ple, there is “Blondie,” “Memphis Belle,” “Seven Up,” “Popeye,” “Sky Lady,” and so on. Here is shown 
the crew of “Sky Lady,” forgetting it all between flights by indulging in a bit of blackjack, and would 


you look at “SkyLady”! The hussy has everything but clothing. On the side of the fuselage is painted 
nine bombs which denote that the “Sky Lady” has participated in nine successful raids. Seated are (L. 
to r.) Lt. Thomas O. Dunbar, Garlin, Ky., bombardier; Staff Sgt. John S. Wells, Hitchcock, Texas; Sta, 
Sgt. William W. Kieser, Marengo, Ill.; Staff Sgt. Clarence L. Albright, Muncie, Ind.; Lt. Russell L, 
Smith, Santa Rosa, Calif., copilot; Lt. Allan Cotler, Brooklyn, N. Y., navigator; Capt. F. E. Menge, 
New Orleans, La., pilot. Standing are (L. to r.) Staff Sgt. Fred C. Siedentopf, Olenside, Pa.; Maj. A. 
McDonald, Warwick, N. Y., ground officer; Sgt. Robert O. Wilkey, Birmingham, Ala.; Sgt. Vincent Valat- 
ka, Swoferville, Pa. On bomb at right is Sgt. Robert E. Vandermart, Wanamie, Pa. 
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ICD MEDIATION 
CASE WITHDRAWN 


(Continued from Page 1) 





quarters. This new document is 
being sponsored by the pilots of 
Continental Air Lines. Represent- 
ing the pilots at this conference 
were P. J. Kaniut and P. S. An- 
derson of Local Council No. 15. 
This supplementing and amending 
agreement is now being given its 
finishing touches and will shortly 
be sent to the company with a re- 
quest for conferences. 

On June 10, 11, and 12 the 
scene of action shifted to Wash- 
ington, D. C. On the 11th a second 
supplemental agreement confer- 





ence was held with Pennsylvania- 
Central Airlines. Marked headway | 
was made and when this confer- | 


Three More Routes to the Capital 


(Continued from Page 1) 





say about it wouldn’t look good in 
print so we’ll just skip it. 

Summarizing, UAL was grant- 
ed a route from Toledo, Ohio, to 
Washington; TWA was granted a 
Dayton, Ohio, to Washington route 
via Columbus, Ohio, and Wheeling, 
West Virginia; and Eastern Air 
Lines received permission to ope- 
rate from Louisville, Kentucky, to 
Washington via Frankfort-Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, and Charleston, 
West Virginia. 

The Board stated that the new 
service will not be effective until 
national defense no longer re- 
quires a delay in its inauguration. 
Board Denies Other TWA 
Application 

TWA was denied the applica- 








petition and result in considerable 
financial loss to them. 

| The Board declared, “We do not 
believe that the interveners are 
justified in their fears that the au- 
thorization of the proposed routes 
will jeopardize the financial sta- 
bility of existing carriers. ... Fur- 
thermore, any loss of traffic suf- 
fered by PCA should be substan- 
tially offset by the development of 
an increased volume of local traf- 
fic, particularly on its densely pop- 
ulated and excellent traffic-pro- 
ducing Route No. 14. ... We be- 


lieve that the benefits which will | 


accrue to the public in improved 


|air service of a national character | 


are of controlling importance.” 
Washington Third in 
Air-Traffic Rank 


ATMOSPHERIC TURBULENCE 


The subject of atmospheric turbulence has long been one of inter- 
est to the air line pilots and aeronautical engineers. Turbulence 
is associated directly with engineering stress analysis, piloting, and 
passenger comfort, which brings it within the scope of almost univer- 
sal interest in air transportation. At the suggestion of the Air Line 
Pilots Association, Mr. L. P. Harrison, a leading meteorologist of the 
U. S. Weather Bureau, has prepared an interesting and very informa- 
tive article on the subject of atmospheric turbulence, which will appear 
in the AIR LINE PILOT in serial form. The seventeenth installment 
follows: 





Along the slope, friction drags 
some of the air in a direction op- 
posite to the wind and so produces 
eddies rotating in a sense similar 
to that of a wheel rolling along 


paragraph. This implies a_ tend- 
ency for upslope motion adjacent 
to the lower leeward surface of 
the mountain, or under favorable 





the ground with the wind. circumstances, even near _ the 
Between the opposing direc-| crest, but downslope motion ; 
|tions of flow is a thin transient! short distance aloft, above th: 


zone of relative calm. These con- 
| flicting motions produce hazards 
|for airplanes or gliders coming 
| within the zone. 

Above the leeward slope, there 


mountainside. Juxtaposition of the 
oppositely flowing currents create: 
a thin transient zone of relative 
calm between them. 


ence ended, almost complete ac- | tion for service between St. Louis 
cord had been reached on all sec-|and Washington via Evansville, 
tions of PCA’s supplemental agree-| Indiana, Louisville and Frankfort- 


‘Washington is one of the fast-| 
est-growing large cities in the na- | is a general descending current as | 
tion,” the Board asserted, ‘‘and/| air carried to the crest from the 


since 1939 it has produced more | upper portion of the windward 


A phenomenon which helps tc 
explain the upslope wind compo 
nent along leeward mountainsides 
and some other peculiarities of 


ment. Final drafts are now be- | 
fore the company for signature. | 
ATC Death Benefits Discussed 


The balance of Mr. Behncke’s | 
time in Washington was divided | 
between calls on Capitol Hill, the | 
National Mediation Board, various | 
CAA divisions, and the Air Trans- | 
port Command where he conferred | 
with General George and Colonel | 
Douglas. The subjects discussed | 
with the General and the Colonel | 
dealt almost entirely with the | 
questions pertaining to the pay-| 
ment of death benefits to the de-| 
pendents of pilots who become de- | 
ceased while flying as civilians for | 
the Air Transport Command. 

Other matters taken up in| 
Washington were routine with the | 
exception of those pertaining to| 
the pending new “Civil Aeronau- 
tics Act of 1943,’ in which there 
are a number of sections of vital 
interest to the air line pilots. 
TWA’s Mediation Case Withdrawn 

Another high-light happening 
during this Washington trip was 
Behncke’s conference with Mr. 
Thomas Bickers, newly appointed 
Secretary of the National Media- 
tion Board. This meeting involved 
principally the withdrawal of the 
TWA’s Intercontinental Division 
mediation case, identified on the 
Board’s records as Case No. A- 
1306. This case was filed condi- 
tionally with the Board on Octo- 
ber 2, 1942, and involved over- 
water salaries and conditions of 
employment of TWA’s I. C. D. 
pilots. The Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation’s withdrawal letter, dated 
June 10, 1943, stated, in part, 
that the case appeared to be tem- 
orarily inactive and, therefore, 
might best be withdrawn. At the 
same time it strongly intimated 
that action to reinstate the case 
at some future time was quite 
likely. The withdrawal was based 
on a vote of all of TWA’s five 
Local Executive Councils, which 
number includes the one on the 
company’s Intercontinental Divi- 
sion. Of these five councils, four 
voted to withdraw the case from 
the National Mediation Board and 
one voted to continue it as active. 
An interesting side light is that 
the council on the company’s In- 





Lexington, Kentucky, and also be- 
tween St. Louis and Dayton via 
Evansville, Frankfort - Lexington, 
Kentucky, and Cincinnati, Ohio. 
The announcement stated that 
Pennsylvania - Central Airlines, 
whose operations include service 


between Cleveland and Washing- | 


ton and between Pittsburgh and 
Washington, and American Air- 


|lines, whose operations include 


service between Washington and 
Chicago and between Washington 
and Louisville, were interveners in 


the case. The above air lines con- | 
tend that the granting of new| 


serious com- 


routes would create 





tercontinental Division voted for 
withdrawal. 

The ALPA Central Executive 
Council held a lengthy and im- 
portant meeting on June 21. 
Among the more important sub- 
jects on the agenda were the re- 
viewing of several member mis- 
conduct cases, one emanating 


from TWA’s Kansas City Pilots’ | 


Local Executive Council No. 3, 

and the other came from Local 

Executive Council No. 11 on Penn- 

Central in Washington. 

$40,000 Going to Uncle Sam 
Purchasing additional War Sav- 


ings Bonds with the surplus cash | 
in the Air Line Pilots Association | 


Central Treasury was also con- 
sidered and approved. 
purchases amount to $100,048.00, 
and action is now under way to 
increase this amount by an addi- 
tional $40,000.00 purchase. 


Nominating a new ALPA treas- | 
Harold L.| 
Knoop, recently promoted to ex-| 
ecutive status with United Air| 


urer to replace Mr. 


Lines, was also on the order of 
business of this meeting. Those 
nominated were: 

Ray Andrews — United Air 
Lines. 

J. I. Schnaubelt — Transconti- 
nental & Western Air. 


M. D. Ator—American Airlines. | 


H. G. Portman — United Air 
Lines. 

D. B. Kuhn—tTranscontinental 
& Western Air. 

T. J. Hill—American Airlines. 

The ballots for the treasurer 
election were included in the 
May-June council mailing. 


Previous | 


air-passenger traffic than any other 
city in the country except New 
York and Chicago. There is 
reason to believe that it will not 
continue to maintain that rank as 
an air-traffic producing center. As 
| the nation’s capital, Washington is 
unique among all cities in the 
|country in that it has daily deal- 
|ings with every city and town in 
| the nation. . . . Washington’s com- 
munity of interest pervades the en- 
tire United States. The future of 
air transportation to and from 
Washington lies in a recognition 


cupy this unique position.” 


Committee Membership 
| Vacancies Filled 


Other matters taken up at this| 


meeting were the filling of vacan- 
cies by appointment on ALPA’s 
Air Traffic Control 
| Aids Advisory Committee and its 
Engineering and Air Worthiness 
| Advisory Committee. 
membership of the Air Traffic 
Control and Airway Aids Advisory 
Committee is: 

T. J. Hill—American Airlines. 

J. B. Boyd-—American Airlines. 

P. M. Althaus—American Air- 
lines. 

Don George—Braniff Airways. 

Carder McNay —Braniff Air- 
ways. 

R. L. Lowry—Braniff Airways. 

Ben Catlin—Chicago & South- 
ern Air Lines. 

Charles Quinn—Chicago & Sou- 
thern Air Lines. 

T. S. Bridges 
thern Air Lines. 

L. W. Tiedt — Eastern Air 
Lines. 

J. Fletcher, Jr.—Northwest Air 
| Lines. 
; G. C. Kruse—Northwest Air 
| Lines. 
| L. S. Bowersox—Northwest Air 


Chicago & Sou- 





no | 


of the fact that the city does oc-| 


and Airway 


The current | 


| slope flows downhill for a short 
| distance with the stream, but it 
soon becomes a _ horizontal, tur-| 
| bulent current. Lower down the 
leeward slope, and sometimes near| sure and velocity. In consequence 
| the crest frictional drag of the air! of the relationship, it follows tha 
j adjacent to the surface coupled | the speeding up of the air is ac 
| with a suction effect (described in | companied by a fall in pressure 
|the next paragraph) produce ed-|as_ illustrated by the following 
dies rotating in a sense similar to| table: 
| ILLUSTRATING BERNOULLI EFFECT— 
} Fall in Air Pressure Due to Speeding up of Air* 


| 


airflow in mountainous regions is 
that depending upon the Bernoull 
effect. This is controlled by a re 
lationship between local air pres 

















Original | Final Speed Fall in air pressure 
speed of of air | 
alr 
| M.P.H. M.P.H. | Millibars | inch (of Mercury) 
ae ee =e ZZ | 
25 30 0.28 | 0.008 
| 25 35 | 0.60 0.018 
50 55 0.51 0.016 
50 | 60 | 1.10 | 0.032 
| 50 65 1.72 0.051 
| 75 | 85 | 160) | 0.047 
| 75 90 | 2.47 | 0.073 





* Air density assumed to be 0.001 gram per cubic centimeter which is 
| about the average at 6,500 feet altitude. The pressure fall is proportiona 
| to air density. 

Acceleration of air occurs over 
|a@ mountain top during stable con- 
| ditions as a result of the compres- 
sion of stream lines or the lessen- 
ing of cross section of the chan- 
nel through which the air blows. 
Thus, the wind component per- 
pendicular to the ridge near the 
top lifts the superposed atmos- 
pheric layer against the resistance 
offered by the stable stratification, 
and this acts to thin the stream of 
air flowing over the crest, thereby 
speeding it up. The accompanying 
pressure fall exerts an influence 
both on the windward and leeward 
sides near the crest. When the 
wind is sufficiently strong, the 
pressure fall is great enough to 
induce an appreciable pressure 
gradient. This may be regarded 
as directed inward and upward 
relative to the lee slope, that is, 
from the higher pressure at slight- 





unwary pilot serious hazards from 
which it is best to steer clear by 
maintaining an adequate altitude 
above the mountain. 

Flow of stable air over a cliff 
facing to leeward is like a water- 
fall in character, but more com- 
plicated because numerous eddies 
are formed which at times pro- 
duce ascending motions and con- 
flicting, choppy currents in a most 
dangerous combination. 

Strong winds yield so much tur- 
bulence at the ground that adia- 
batic lapse rates are quickly es- 
tablished in a layer near the sui- 
face. Under adiabatic and supe?- 
adiabatic conditions, and _ espe- 
cially with strong winds, turbu- 
lence near mountains become vast- 
ly intensified compared with the 
conditions previously cited. The 
turbulent zone then extends to 


ly lower levels in the undisturbed 
air away from the slope to the 
deficient pressure adjacent to the 
lee side of the crest in the zone 
where the stream lines have been 
crowded and the air speeds in- 
creased. A tendency for upslope 
winds thus comes into being on 
the leeward side. The upslope 
wind component may often be- 
come greater than the effective ve- 


Lines. 
| J. V. McClaflin—Pennsylvania- 
| Central Airlines. 
| W. H. Riley — Pennsylvania- 
Central Airlines. 

J. H. McClintock — Pennsyl- 
vania-Central Airlines. 
| G. C. Duvall—Transcontinental 
| & Western Air. 


(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) 











Pan American Says It With a Cartoon .. . 
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locity of the downslope wind spill- 
ing over the ridge near the sur- 
face. Whereupon an actual up- 
ward drift of air develops along 
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. .. “If we would haul everyone who wanted to travel on our planes nowadays, this is what would be a 
typical result”—and this is the way it would look if the would-be gross-weight juggernauts had a free 


hand with the loading forms. _ 


favorable portions of the slope. 
Under these circumstances, lee ed- 
dies with horizontal axes are pro- 
duced. Close to the surface the 
local wind direction is then uphill, 
hence opposed to the general wind 
direction aloft, with a fluctuating 
thin zone of calm between. Very 
often, when the air is moist, the 
presence of upslope air motion on 
either the windward or leeward 
mountain sides is betrayed by 
clouds or fog which form by adia- 
batic expansion and cooling of 
the air. 

Inasmuch as abrupt transition 
during flight in an airplane or 
glider from a zone of head winds 
to a zone of calm or tail winds 
leads to sudden decrease of lift 
and drop in altitudes, such regions 
are decidedly unsafe for landings. 
It may therefore be said that the 
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conflicting eddies, strong descend- 
ing currents, variable calm zones, 
and turbulent air in the neighbor- 


—PAA Cartoon 


more than several thousand feet 
above the mountain tops. Exceec- 
ingly violent and confused turbv- 
lence, in which it is impossible to 
maintain control of an airplane, 
results. This holds true for a con- 
siderable number of miles down- 
stream from the mountain. Along 
the leeward side, powerful cu:- 
rents rush down the slope, makirg 
the neighborhood hazardous fcr 
any aerial operations. 

Within mountain passes, tle 
wind is greatly strengthened 1 
regions where the pass narrows 
and the atmospheric pressure 
drops due to the Bernoulli effect, 
which is the basis of the Venturi 
meter. Pressure differences thus 
produced create very turbulent 
winds which now and then sweep 
down into the pass in irregulir 
fashion. The descending curren ’s 
associated with these winds jeo)- 
ardize the lives of occupants »f 
any aircraft in the vicinity. 

On leeward sides of mountains, 
the scouring action of the de- 
scending currents passing ovr 
cirques or other recesses has te 
effect of gradually reducing te 
atmospheric pressure. Finally, in a 
most abrupt manner, overwheli- 
ingly strong winds burst into tue 
hollows in an action that strives 
to fill up the pressure deficiency. 
Following this the local wind dies 
down, but the process is repeated 
in successive cycles. The recurring 
winds become very turbulent dur- 
ing their passage over rough ter- 








hood of mountains present to the 


rain. 
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1943 B june 1943 THE AIR LINE PILOT 
CE} TWA PILOTS’ MASTER COUNCIL MEETS IN K.C 
inter- . — |= 
oo (Continued from Page 6) | tal a Winiliee site sini ailanean 
, an — READER TERIOR . . 
niver- J a J. Polizzi—Transcontinental | The most important matter be-| TWA Master Executive Council 
- Line & Western Air. . | fore the first committee named is| Meets in K. C. 
of the U. J. Kampsen— Transconti-| several aspects of “approach con-| From New York activities shift- 
orma- @ nental & Western Air. _ |trol,” and the latter is the ill-|ed to Kansas City. A meeting of 
teed W. A. Ransom — United Air} advised attempt on the part of the|the TWA Pilots’ Master Executive 
ment Lines. : _ | Civil Aeronautics Board and its} Council was set for June 29 and B the 
H. G. Portman— United Air| wrong way” Safety Bureau to|held as scheduled in the Conti- by 
vem Lines. . _ |imerease the gross loading of all| nental Hotel of that city. Pilot Airline Pilots 
cae Carl Gerlicher — United Air| air line equipment now being used | representatives present were Mas- 
Pra Lines. ee ) a in regularly scheduled air line| ter Chairman S. M. Kasper, also} CALM, COOL, AND COLLECTED 
ce of | heater cle oe aes] operation. | the Chairman of Council No. 3;| At least he’s honest about it. Lt. John T. McChesney, when de- 
orate Airworthiness Advisory Commit) p, 4:- Contract Negotiations Under| Chairman J. I. Schnaubelt of| scribing his first raid on the Japs, has a good time laughing about the 
th e are: . | Way With American Export | Council No. 25 in Chicago; that| actions of one of his rookie bombardiers who was slightly on the jit- 
™ ; L. W. Harris—American Alr-| yin. 92 found Mr. Behncke| Well-known battler, W. H. Smiley, | tery side during the plane’s first run over a Jap transport. 
— nes. ss .,. _ |and his assistant, Robert Mitchell,| top hand of New York’s TWA Pi-| Said McChesney, “My rookie bombardier began his wrong-way 
: hi E. L. Quivey—United Air Lines. journeying to New York for a first | lots’ Council No. 2, and Special Op-| ‘Comedy of Errors’ by opening the wrong bomb doors and then pro- 
ches Frank Ernst — Northwest Air- | employment agreement conference | erative No. XX was in there pitch- | ceeded as follows: 
eer ; nes. : : | with American Export Airlines |ing for all those he represents. | “First he dropped our cots, next our mosquito nets, then he fol- 
si Roger D. Rae—Transcontinen-| 1:0) has develo at tebe: a vee | A. F. “Red” Foster from Smiley’s lowed for good measure with our much-cherished supply of pineapple 
= =| soaked-in-the-salt P ; ' group also sat in on the Kansas| juice. On our second run over the target, he dropped—nothing! The 
Ips te ° ee ae ee ee ee City June 29 meeting. His per-| third time over he unloaded all the bombs in one grand sweep of the 
ompo Buy Bigger Bonds ration. This agreement is not a f 5 ‘lot q tati bomb releases and included the bomb bay gas tank, too, for good mea- 
: s . > ~ ¢ ‘ . 2 Te ” 
me oe Ce rhe Odell mrt naa cnn |femente tt 2 Pa fee gay |" Al med 
ies 0 % |The next day, June 23, the pilot | ae erage Anyway, apparently a good time was had by all and the grinning 
ons j ays crive e | conferees from American Export, | always did know how to yong em) Jap jackals below probably wondered why all the gifts from heaven. 
neal (Ouatinned frm Pane 9 |namely, Chairman J. Y. Craig of| 4nd this choice indicates he isn’t * * & 
<-- —_—| Council No. 29, C. A. Thomp-| slipping. As a result of the Kan-| BAGPIPES ON THE BAYOU 
- pres ech, Merle L. Loros, Stanford D. | son, and Copilot Berkeley Brandt, | Sas City Master Executive Council | 
nei, Te eke, and Hal I. Taylor. | Jr., met with Mr. Behncke to look | meeting, proposed amendments and | Many things have been said of music—‘it is the voice of the 
S ae Many members were shocked to| over the preliminary draft of the | 2dditions to TWA’s basic agree-| angels,”. “quiets wild beasts,” and so on. What it is doing here is not 
S tha: & ; f tl timely ok | aes : 7 >| ment have been drafted and were| quite clear; but at least the combination is unusual. The place is New 
is ac: § rn of the untimely passing 0%| proposed American Export pilots : rleans, Louisiana. The bagpipes were made in Great Britain. They 
ave ff ick McMakin. Our chairman was | contract. This proposal had previ- | sent to the Company on June 30. ’ . on a 
lowiny Me -nanked for seeing that Council 34| ously been submitted to the com-| An interesting side light of the . : 
b ,d sent a floral remembrance. | pany on May 10, 1943. During the | Association’s June activities is that 
FS Since all business had been at- afternoon, beginning at 2:00, the | there was, during this period, far 
|) ‘ended to, the meeting adjourned | pilot conferees met with Mr. J. E.|™ore contract drafting done at 
i 10:55 p. m. by consent of all| Slater, Exports’ Executive Vice-| Headquarters and at’various other 
3 resent. | President, at the company’s offices| Places throughout the country 
a a | at 25 Broadway, New York. This than during any previous 30-day 
—sdDsoof Meetings was strictly a “get acquainted”| Period. Drafting employment 
cury ) C We in Council 34 have a unique | meeting and on the following days, agreements and supplements there- 
; i lea for getting “hot”? news to all| June 24 and 25, the actual con-| to is rather a difficult and tedi- 
[ embers and also for reminding| ferences got under way in earnest|°USly meticulous undertaking. 
; 1em of each monthly meeting.| at the company’s operating offices | First, the pilots must agree on 
fF ‘ne member is appointed in each|in its hangars at La Guardia} what they feel they can reason- 
3 lephone exchange district and| Field. At these meetings the com- ae = their —— ~~ 
i th: arson is contac any was represented by Mr. D.| 8 ‘mete concimmens mS ° 
3 we Ba grote pod a Pg G. "Richardson, Vice-President—| carefully put down in proper me 
ll 
hich i [i monthly meeting should be broad-| Operations; his Executive Assist-|vage, arranged so that they wi 
rtiona! ist. He, in turn, calls his list of | ant, Mr. Edward G. Hamilton, | all be clean cut, readily understood, 
= embers locally and the job is|formerly Washington representa- and workable 4 actual practice. 
s from : one. Possibly other councils could| tive for ALPA; Mr. C. F. Blair, lil-Executed Prievity Program 
ear by § adopt a similar idea for keeping] Jr., Chief Pilot, and Mr. Bob Ber- Hampers Air Travel 
Ititude members in close touch with each|gesen, Assistant Chief Pilot. These| _, Air-traveling difficulties are not 
4 ther. conferences were amiable, co-op-| diminishing. Unless travelers have 
a cliff @ Along this line, the writer wishes | erative, and productive of consid- | 1 Raggi ye best > Poser 
water- [to thank Members Young, Parker,| erable accomplishment. Since | off the air lines because 0 rorel 
> com- and Kriloff for assistance in this| these meetings new drafts of the| total inability to ee -— : : were Soe 
eddics pa rele basic agreement have been pre- them. The business man with a| are played by a native of Nova Scotia who was schooled in Providence, 
oes i "Th fit = th of J 24| pared and sent to the company. | tight schedule and a line-up of ap-| Rhode Island. A truly strange mixture—so strange in fact that it set 
S. Pro- § e teenth of ae eer) A th me t : ted to | pointments ahead can, for this| the white herons to fluttering and the live oaks to curling their long 
d con- §j members of Council 34 assembled ae a oe aaa 1S expected V0 | -eason, make very little use of air| mossy beards. The piper is Lt. (jg) Andy Sinclair and his stage is the 
a most #j at the Ben Franklin Hotel when} toow shortly. travel. All this represents a messy | Pontoon of a flying patrol boat at the naval air station in New Orleans. 
3 Chairman Huking dropped the English Pilot Leader Found to - m4 ° ° Pp a * * 
: wel Many members ef other| ie Abie Represeatetion | situation which is the result of a 
ee ee 2 a stan a : tJ 95,| Poorly organized and executed QUADRUPLETS 
t adiz- fy councils were present, having been uring the evening of June 2d, ee : - . : 
: ; <a , z priority program which, above all, Mass production of machines of war is all the vogue these days. 
ser es transferred to Pacific Operations. | Mr. Behncke had dinner and con- deean’t hele the r effort. Who : pesci 8-3 seem After looking at this 
: ™ These included Jim Going, Dick] ferred with Captain J. D. James,|. oesn t help war e . 
he sul- i; ? oa ott . - ’| is to blame? At least a large part quadruplet of fluffy 
ibs ™ Thornton, Bert Ball, and Otis|@ British air line pilot, who flies 2 thee tile on bh Saeed kittens playing in 
supe!- @ xkline. An interesting meeting de-| the Atlantic and who also acts as| ° - ~ S eee the wing end of a 
2g & & : : squarely at the door of indifferent & 
rae il eloped which definitely pointed| one of the leading officials in the me line official d th an: aes Brewster Buccaneer 
— ™ out that the council affairs were| British Air Line Pilots Associa- nade gat Pc se - dive bomber, it would 
vo a apidly coming under two heads;| tion. The meeting was very re- the Ad teste hs ne Bes Send ( omen, the 52 
ith 9 i amely, Pacific and Domestic Ope- | Vealing for both participants and ‘Th a ae ti aor oe ld mg oc agg makes 
; ‘Th ") rations. Being aware of this fact,| at its end Behncke good naturedly b . a _ vue ages “ig f _, ng Bre wl 
nds to @ our four members of the executive | quipped, “It is plain to see that| °° @mSwered 18 Just how much o ' Samia Canna 
id feet & “ . . this air priority travel is really Aeronautical Corpor- 
- ™ council, who all happen to be on| neither the United States nor sesame anh t. & asannn an ‘ation at Long Island 
excee- Pacific Operations, have appointed| Great Britain has a corner on ys " y City has b - 
toaster I , pp . A i: push people around who have been y nas become en 
vu i lomestie alternates to handle both| chiselers who specialize in haras- . Seg |dowed with the mass 
sible to - sage “ using the air lines for years? And kame 2 
w ™ des of the picture. sing air line pilots. It seems that dont tuk hat Delt aie tivities production idea. These 
oo xecutive Council Alternates this breed is pretty generally in serpy Na i Ray nti ge jeuddly kittens have 
a con- e : 7 : ee : : are probably more important to become the popul 
These council members and their | evidence, irrespective of national popular 
down- nebey ee age b Selen® the war effort than many of our mascots of all of the 
Along spective alternates are: Sid Nel-| boundaries.” Mr. Behncke more priority travelers? orkers at the plant 
1 am m and Jack Gillespie; Bill Ken-| seriously said of Captain James,|" 4 pacer cragnct priority rule They ome their 
‘ailliee dy and Dick Fregulia; “Pinky’”’| ‘He is a very decent sort and properly enforced, would alleviate time cutting capers 
us fc ainback and Bob Shirley; and xan! his i a = thy «a about 90% of the difficulty and while the hundreds of 
arry Huking and Cec Odell. — te a . particularly In air ‘ine! yushing around of almost every- aircraft builders cut 
-_* U sually one doesn’t look a gift Fit e :t an — ,representa- body, including many of the air out trouble aplenty 
rse in the mouth but, thanks to ge — a oe here | T@velers who have low air prior- for the Axis and pay 
— e suggestion made by Jim Beld-} The next day, June 26, there) i+, travel rating permits. The rul- little attention to the 
1arrow's g, it would be to the great ad-| was still another preliminary sup- ing su ted ld b hi rattle of hundreds of 
ressu?¢ : ~ ‘ . ggested cou e something attle o 
ntage of all United Air Lines’|plemental agreement drafting) ji. the following. Unless a real iveting machines and 
‘ effec 54 iployees to glance over the bonus conference. This time it was with emergency exists. any person en- the never-ending clat- 
Ventu ‘fense bonds that our company|the pilots of Northeast Airlines. wr itenel dat tivi ter and bang of mass 
es th . esented us during the 1942-43| This group has been doing a won- + eggetagat wg ye auanien the eg "he top 
——'* liday season. derful job flying the North At-| .+med forces and who is on a war — t hen sethen 
| Swet} Thes + eae: Was lantic and the broad wilds of} ;__; : «ont ne ping ymin 
wewel: These bonds were made out to mission shall make his priority in the hole a bit too 
te . e individual with no mention of northeast Canada. They are the reservations for air travel at least B ter Phot. ightly. — Oh, weil, 
“4 os co-owner or beneficiary. During| real pioneers of pring? ge 3 S°) six hours before departure time. * ae ee on™ don’t we all at times? 
Page ese hectic times if one’s estate|far as domestic air line pilots! Failure to do so will cause hi 
ants id to be settled, these bonds| are concerned. Representing the|;, po soni to obtain Resend a LIFE’S LIKE THAT 
y. ould have to go through probate | Northeast pilots were Chairman cept on the basis of space being If you want your dreams to come true, don’t oversleep. . . . The 
untains, | id considerable red tape before|R- E. Meguire of Council No. 9 ‘lable. This will eli P oe 4 average man lives 30 years longer than he did a century ago. . . . He 
te le eir value could be realized by|and Council Member G. R. Neu- avaliable. be wi’ © iminate WI‘ | has to, in order to get his taxes paid. . . . Once a politician had merely 
wet well 9 -peeges . Yinauser. This conference took | °"® St?oke about 98% of all last-| to promise a new post office. Now he has to promise a new world. . . . 
gt ose for whom you had intended ee a ae a Hotel, New| minute cancellations of transpor-| Horse sense is the kind a jackass hasn’t got. . . . Don’t plant more than 
ae sia lem. vor a Th je siaee 4 * et, t > tation by preventing persons with| your wife can take care of! . . . Ruml wants to forget 1942. Rommel 
ing ti Uncle Sam Needs All He Can Get| York. e first draft of the| priorities to simply walk in and| wishes he could, too. ... A lot of fellows who complain that their boss 
lly, in a Hence, it would seem like a good| Northeast Supplemental Agree-| ... “fm going.” It would also| is dumb would be out of jobs if the boss were smarter. 
rwhelin- idea to rip open the family mat-|™ment is now being worked over) ajjeviate the strain that is con- aoe Ope 
gr t . ‘ress and check on these gift bonds | stantly being imposed upon the WITH NARY A BOUNCE 
Sy rives right away. Your local banker, | method would lose for the individ-| overworked traffic departments of| ._ The boys “over there” are having plenty of fun these days, what 
ee ‘awyer, or postmaster can give you | ual six or seven months’ interest in| the air lines by giving them at| With dropping a shipload of block busters at Adolf’s front door, then 
ind + xpert advice. One suggestion| delaying the maturity date but, on|least enough time to make up| leaving ae a ange ny calling cards at the tail of Has-Benito’s 
open’ might be to sign the bonds on the|the other hand, it might be worth| their loading charts without break- | "8" ded oot. And the pilot whose oxygen apparatus became discon- 
SCUITINg back for redemption, send them to| it. Don’t forget to repurchase your | ing out in a cold sweat every time et te me battle was sure having himself a time! On the 
nt dut- a Fed ; 3 : g ae Gaeee way back “home” he made what he considered a perfect landing and 
5 aed ® Federal Reserve Bank for cash-| bonds and why not add a bit more| a new batch of priorities shows| told the men to climb out—on a cloud! The navigator took one look 
1g ng, and then repurchase the bonds to it and buy the next larger de- up when the pilot is warming up| out the window, another at the well-intoxicated pilot, and ran to fix his 
made out properly. However, this ' nomination? his motors. 








oxygen mask. The plane got home safely. 
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After Six Months—Now the Story Can Be Told 





serve to identify the above snapshots that have long been a mystery: 


we were in the middle of warming up the engines via plumbers blow pots (two per engine). 
elapsed before we could call them even slightly warm after sixteen days of standing still at temperatures 
In the picture at the right the little beard- 
Next to my well-wrapped figure is Copilot Bob Carey, who is now a captain, and at the 
far right stands Phil Sewall, chief radio operator for NEA. The picture was taken by Paul Murphy, navi- 
gator, who was of good assistance in getting us to the vicinity of the lost ship. 
and now if I had to be stuck any place I would never expect to be with a better bunch of boys and that 


averaging 30 below. 
ed guy is myself. 


Once it reached 70 or more below zero. 


goes for ‘Chuck’s’ crew and men, too.” 


(Editor’s Note: This is a story 
of the courage and suffering of 
men who fly the Atlantic for the 
Air Transport Command with 
cargoes of precious war materials 
for troops stationed in the far- 
flung posts of the Arctic Regions 
and in Europe.) 

* * * 

Under the story in the April is- 
sue of the AIR LINE PILOT 
“World War II Creed . . .,” we 
dealt in a rather spotted manner 
with an Air Transport Command 
plane and three unidentified fliers 
forced down in the Arctic on Feb- 


ruary 4, 1943. In an effort to 
piece together how this landing 
happened to be made and the 


high lights of ensuing events, we 
said, “It may be possible by vari- 
ous methods of persuasion to 
cause the censor to permit the 
publishing of the exact informa- 
tion in a later issue.” With the 





able help of John P. Gilbert, Di- 
rector of Public Relations, North- | 
east Airlines, this has been | 
made possible and we give you! 
herewith this story and all details 
which, we believe, our readers will 
find of very real interest. 

No Credit for Air Line Pilots 

While we are on the subject of | 
the courage and suffering of the 
men who fly the Atlantic and the 
Arctic and, in fact, to all of the 
far-flung posts of World War II, it 
seems strange indeed that so little 
mention and so little credit is 
forthcoming from the directing 
personnel, especially in the Army. 

From the Office of War Infor-| 
mation recently came this gem of 
exclusion: 

“DECLARING THAT ‘THE COUNTRY 
IS FORTUNATE IN HAVING HAD 
SUCH A HIGH DEVELOPMENT OF AIR 
LINE PLANES AND OPERATIONS AT 
THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR,’ THE 
OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION LAST 
MONTH REPORTED THAT THROUGH 
THE CO-OPERATION OF THE ARMY, 
NAVY, COMMERCIAL AIR LINES, AND 
AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURERS, AMER- 
ICA HAS ASSEMBLED THE GREATEST 
AIR TRANSPORT FLEET IN THE 
WORLD AND IS OPERATING IT OVER A 
175,000-MILE GLOBAL SYSTEM. 

“SHORTLY AFTER THE OWI RE- 
PORT WAS ISSUED, GENERAL HAR- 
OLD L. GEORGE, HEAD OF THE COM- 
MAND, REVEALED THAT THE SYSTEM 
HAD COME TO THE RESCUE OF THE 
BRITISH AT EL ALAMEIN DURING 
ROMMEL’S DRIVE ON ALEXANDRIA. 
THE BRITISH WERE OUT OF ANTI- 
TANK AMMUNITION. THE NEAREST 
SUPPLY WAS FIVE OR SIX WEEKS 


AWAY BY WATER. THE AIR TRANS-|_ 


PORT COMMAND SPRANG INTO AC- 
TION. WITHIN 72 HOURS AIRPLANES 
LOADED WITH AMMUNITION HAD 
FLOWN THE ATLANTIC, CROSSED 
AFRICA, AND HAD DELIVERED THEIR 
CRITICAL CARGOES IN CAIRO TO SAVE 
THE DAY.” 

On June 3, 19438, General 
George appeared before the sub- 
committee of the Committee on 
Appropriations and expounded at 
great length about the achieve- 
ments of the Air Transport Com- 
mand and made a particular refer- 
ence to the second quoted para- 
graph above, but said not one sin- 
gle word about who was flying these 
planes. In other words, there was 
not one word of credit for the air 
line pilots nor the air carrier com- 





panies. He even went so far as to 





say, “All (mind you, he said all) 
of our flying personnel come to us 
from Army training centers, but 
there is a big jump from the man 
who just graduated from the 
training center to one who can fly 
a four-engine transport aircraft, 
the latest type, over the ocean and 
make schedules day and 
carrying passengers through bad 
weather as well as good weather.” 
Credit Where Credit Is Due 

Let us inquire, General, if we 
may please, sir, how about the air 
line pilots? Where do they fit in 
this picture and what are they do- 
ing and how about the Navy and 
the Marine Corps? Aren’t they 
contributing something or is it all 


| the Army? 


Why people do not choose to be 
sufficiently sporting enough to give 
credit where credit is due will al- 
ways be a mystery. 

Someday the public will know 
the whole story about who fur- 
nished the skill, stamina, and 
downright intestinal fortitude that 
is making the global air network 
serving our far-flung military ope- 
rations so efficient by contributing 
a full measure of service, devo- 


night, | 


| little heat but plenty of smoke. | 


tion, and sacrifice to their country 


during its time of greatest need; 


and when this full story is told, it | 
will be—putting it mildly—dquite | 


different from what professional 
propagandists are dishing out to- 
day, apparently in fawning at- 
tempts to please their chiefs who 
so love to bask in the spotlight of 
public acclaim. 


NOW THE STORY— 


The northern lights have seen| 


queer sights, 
they’ve seen in a long time hap- 
pened recently when a giant Air 


but the queerest | 


Transport Command four-engine | 


plane was forced down 
emergency landing on a small ice- 
covered lake deep in the wind- 
swept Arctic. This was the first 
part of the episode, followed six 
days later by the landing of an- 
other plane sent out to rescue it. 
Both were marooned on the ice to- 
gether for 16 days. 
Struggle for Warmth 

The first plane, commanded by 
Capt. Owen J. O’Connor, was run- 
ning low on gas and in the blind- 
ing snowstorm his only 















in an| 


} 


—Acme Photos 


A recent letter from Fred Lord, Northeast Airlines rescue pilot, contained the following which will 


“These pictures were taken while 
Seven hours 


I might add right here 





feet of crusted snow. With con-| 
Capt. O’Connor skillfully 
euvered and “set her down” with- 
out crashing. The landing was one | 
for the book. When the wheels} 
hit, the dazzling but impenetrable 
snowy mist blinded him. The crew 
and passengers, however, were 
unhurt, other than being jolted 
severely. 

The next problem was that of | 
existing. The wind howled and the | 
brittle crunching of the snow| 
underfoot indicated the tempera-| 
ture was well below zero, with lit- | 
tle chance of a letup. Upon check- | 
ing up, they estimated their food | 
emergency rations would last but | 
several days. They had only two 
pairs of snowshoes, sleeping bags 
enough to go around, but no tents. | 

First thought was warmth, so a 
small fire was started on the snow- 
covered ground at the shore of| 
the lake. The available wood was 
either green or wet and gave out 


Immediately the scarcity of food | 
began to be felt. Other than 
shooting wild game, no hope was 
seen for replenishing it. 

With canvas wing covers they | 
made a windbreak which held| 
back the strength of the gale, but | 
gave little comfort. Sleeping bags | 
were brought into service and by 
burrowing in the snow they were | 
able to get an occasional bit of | 
warmth but, in general, sleep at| 
best was broken and fitful. With a| 
hand-operated “coffee grinder’ 
transmitter, they started sending 
SOS signals that were answered 
with silence. 

After the first shock of the 
landing and the intense cold, the 
days began to pass with madden- 
ing slowness. Hours seemed like 





days. With rations limited, all be- 
came gradually weaker until talk | 


| was held down to brief remarks in | 


| 


| executives 


order to conserve strength. 
Searching Party Sent Out | 

During the first few days the} 
back at the nearest 
bases were frantically radioing for 
the lost plane and one searching 
party was sent out. It reported 


| that it had seen a fire burning at 


chance | night on a lake but was unable to 








ALMOST INCREDIBLE 


(Continued from Page 2) 





if the wing tips had been stronger. This would have resulted in the 
complete loss of the airplane and personnel. 


“SHOULD THE OPERATORS ULTIMATELY BE PERMITTED BY THE CAA 


TO INCREASE THE GROSS WEIGHT TO 26,2004, IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO 


REINFORCE THE WING TIP AS DETAILED IN OUR SERVICE BULLETIN #215 
IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE PROPOSED REVISION TO CERTAIN DC-3; 
SPECIFICATIONS. THIS SHOULD BE DONE BY THE OPERATORS FULLY AWARE 
THAT IN THE EVENT OF A FUTURE DYNAMIC OVERLOAD, THE WING FAILURE 
MIGHT OCCUR AT A SECTION THAT WOULD NOT OFFER THE SAME POSSI- 
BILITY OF CONTINUED FLIGHT. THE PRESENT DC-3 AIRPLANE WING TIP 
IS SATISFACTORY FOR DC-3 AIRPLANES OPERATED AT 25,2004 GROSS 
WEIGHT IN ADDITION TO OFFERING A SAFETY FEATURE SHOULD THE AIR- 
PLANE BE SUBJECTED TO EXTREME GUST LOADS BEYOND THE FACTOR FOR 


WHICH IT WAS DESIGNED.” 


; To obtain the real inside, the real depth and magnitude of this 
ill-advised proposal to increase the gross weight of currently used air 


| line equipment, one needs only to carefully peruse each of the eight 


paragraphs quoted above taken from the recent service letter from 
the Service Department of the Douglas Aircraft Company. 
Particular attention is invited to the parts appearing in italics 


and small caps. 


Carefully note the parts about design loads and the 


frank approach of the Douglas Company to the safety factor quandary. 
should greater gross loadings be permitted by the CAB. It is indeed 
a prize understatement to say that the whole idea is alarmingly criti- 


cal and extremely borderline. 


Is not all this conclusive that the answer to the increased gross 
loads that are being proposed in Draft Release No. 36 should be a 
was to try and land on a small! resounding “no,” or do we need further convincing in the form of more 
frozen lake covered with three| costly and fatal accidents to conveniently blame on the pilots? 
Where does the Safety Bureau, which is so zealously fighting to 
fidence typical of a seasoned pilot, | put over the increased loading of regularly scheduled air line equip- 


man-| ment that Draft Release No. 36 proposes, fit into this picture? 
| it seem strange that a Safety Bureau should be on the proponent side 


Doesn’t 


of such an argument? What is the “why” of the Safety Bureau anc 
why this strange reversal of purpose? There is a growing feeling ir 


| the Industry, especially among the people who actually do the flying 
| and who are closest to its operating problems, that the Civil Aeronau- 
| tics Board should forthwith instruct its Safety Bureau that its pur- 


poses and duties should at least conform to its name, the first part 


of which is “SAFETY.” 





2, 1942. 


employer relations. 





MEDIATOR TOM BICKERS 
NOW BOARD’S SECRETARY 


The elevation of Tom Bickers, a former top-bracket media- 
tor with the National Mediation Board, to its secretaryship on | 
June 1, 1943, was hailed with good comment on both sides of 
the conference tables by the many friends of this veteran of over . 
a quarter of a century in labor relations work. Entering gov- 
ernment service in 1918 with the old Railroad Administration, 
Mr. Bickers served in various capacities, at one time as Chief 
Examiner of the old Railroad Labor Board in Chicago and on 
another occasion as Chief Technical Expert. 
ernment for a time, Mr. Bickers became Personnel Director for 
two of the country’s important railroads. 

In 1938 Mr. Bickers returned to government service as Sen- 
ior Mediator for the National Mediation Board and immediately 
plunged into the air line wage contract negotiations being car- 
ried on under Title II of the Railway Labor Act. 
part was played by Mr. Bickers in the negotiations preceding the 
initial contract with American Airlines. 
served as a pattern for the present air line pilots’ highly success- 
ful salary, rules, and working conditions contracts. 

Again in the fall of 1942 Mr. Bickers ably served as media- 
tor in the protracted and difficult over-ocean intercontinental 
pay scale conferences. He officially entered this case on October 
It ended in settlement with American Airlines on Feb. 
16, 1943, with United Air Lines on March 10, 1943, and the 
TWA invocation was withdrawn on June 10, 1943. 

As the result of the experience gained in a lifetime of labor 
negotiations and particularly in the last five years of handling 
aviation labor disputes as well as his ready grasp of the new and 
unique situations involved, he comes well prepared for his new 
responsibilities. Mr. Bickers is also an expert on railway labor- 


Leaving the gov- 


An important 


This first contract has 














chart its position because of run- 
ning into a raging snowstorm. 
On the morning of the sixth 
day another rescue party of five 
planes was sent out from the base 
under the direction of Northeast 
Airlines Capt. Fred Lord, a sea- 
soned pilot who had in his lead 
plane Lt. Col. Hubbard, an ex- 
perienced explorer, and his crew 
consisting of three men, First Of- 
ficer Robert Carey, Navigator Paul 
Murphy, and Phillip Sewell, radio 





operator of Northeast Airlines. 

Two hours out, Sewell heard 
faint radio signals which gradually 
became slightly more audible as 
they changed direction. With the 
other planes operating in scatter- 
ed formation, they maneuvered 
until the sound became stronge~. 
Finally they sighted the lost plane 
on the ice of the uncharted lake. 

(The remainder of this articie 
will appear in the July issue cf 
the AIR LINE PILOT.) 











Lady Soldiers Line Up For Weekly Inspection Before Planes At Bolling 
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—Prese Association Photo 


These air WAAC’s present a picturesque review as they prepare for the big show marking the first anniversary, May 16, 1943, of 


their organization. Despite all of the ts, 
WAAC’s, it will have to be admitted, considering the short time this corps of women has had 


loose opini 





, and unkind quips that have been tossed about rather promiscuously about the 
to complete a vast organizational scheme, 


enlistments, and training, there is very little to criticize. Always the fact remains that each additional WAAC releases one more soldier to 
really get in there and do something masculine to help the war effort instead of wasting himself on a feminine job that women have proved 


they can do and do well. 
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